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CONDER’S
RESTAURANT & BAR

An English Public House Atmosphere.
Cribbage, Shove Ha'’Penny, Chess & Chequers.
Periodicals laid on.

The largest variety of liquor in Hong Kong.

“If it’s in a bottle, we have it.”

Steaks Open from 8 a.m.
Chops to Midnight
Grills or 22A Queen’s Road
Seafood .... Central.

R




S. A. PORTER
Commander (R.N.)

st B




FORREWORD.

In this magazine, somebimes betwesn the lines for those who
know us well, is the story of a foreign commission. Similar stories
are being written every day by Her Majesty’s ships all over the
world. Peacofime serviee in the Royal Navy is not only the
achievement of fighting efficiency. Equally important is the promotion
of prestige and gnrodwill abroad and the part we play in the
maintenance of peace.

Our duties have been very varied but all have been well done,
with a fine spirit and with cheerfulness. The pries, in long hours
of work, in hot and crowded conditions and in separation from home,
will always be high for the sailor. If cannot be measured in ferms
of money but in terms of serviee it commands and deserves high
praise.

Perhaps the highlight of the commission was our visit fo
Cambodia; after it, the Comomander in Chief, in forwarding our report

to the Admiralty, remarked that our work there had confirmed the
high opinion he already held of “Opossum’ and her company.

I shall always remember “Opossum” as & happy ship in a
happy squadron. To all of you, and fo those at home who have
shared our thoughts and work out hers, I send all good wishes for
the fubure.

S. A. Porter
Hong Eong, December 1955. Commander, RBoyal Navy
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THE COMMISSION

(4 Scurs eye view)

Your jaundiced seribe, with beard abristle in the agonies of
composition, will now attempt to draw your minds back over the
incidents which have made “Opossum’s” history during the past
eighteen months. Gazing into the bhottom of my upturned glass —in
lieu of & crystal ball—the mists swirl and disperse and lo, we have.

Phase One. Joining.

Barracks must have been glad to see us go. We bad gradually
acoumulated over the previous months and there were far too many
‘natives’ with stiff upper lips to show that they didn’t mind going
overseas. It tended to make offics stanchions aware thab, for them
too, the sands were running out. In due course, however, we were
all despatched by bus, train and lorry to the subterranean vaults of
Goodge St., where gents natty suiting was distributed to the needy
sailor. From uniform elothing, we now swung to the ofher extreme,
some of the borrowed sports jackets being louder than action alarm
raftlers,

Aboard the plane, many eyes brightened at the sight of the
air hostess, then returned to their usual sommnolence when they found
that she wasn't susceptible.

It was at this point that plans began to gape a little af the
seams. The first flight made an unrehearsed invasion of Saigon, the
fourth flight were preparing to settle for the duration in Malta, while
the second and third were chafing at the bit in Singapore. However,
by temporarily sacrificing kit, we were all eventuslly transported to
Hong Kong and the rejoicing of the previous ship’s company made
the relief of “Opossum” second only to the relief of Mafeking.

Phase Two. Hong Kong. Sept.—Dec. 1954.

With the bulk of the ship’s company aboard, we set off to
Junk Bay and Double Haven for a short work up. After cur pro-
longed journey as gentlemeu of leisure, the sudden spate of ezercises
was a wrench, especially as the ship was due for refit and nobedy
yet know “‘Opossum’s” whims. We found out!
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During the period of refif, we frailed from the ship to the
Fleet Club, from the club to the Fleet Accomodation Barracks, from
the barracks to Stonecutters Island and from thence to F.A.B. once
again, looking and feeling like the thirteenth tribe of Israel. That
popular tune, ‘The Happy Wanderer’ quite lost its appeal for us.
A few had unexpscted overnight shifts as well, riding out typhoons
with the ship at a buoy.

The refit eventually reached its closing stages and heve, for
the first time, we painted ship. A forfeight’s trials and then came
Christmas, which we celebrated in traditional fashion. A short trip
for exercises allowed us to recover our strength somewhat before the
serious business of seeing in the New Year. Although we were
Guard ship at the time, we still acquitted ourselves honourably.

Phase Three. Hither and Yon. Jan. May 1955.

The new year started with a further week's exercises and
then, in company with H.M.S. “Crane”, we set sail for Manila, the
capital of the Philippines. A great welcome was extended to both
ships and there was mueh fo see and do. Unfortunately, the place
was rather expensive and four days were quite sufficient to elean ouf
our ready cash. So, back to Hong Kong, further exercises and a brief
spell alongside to catech up on our defects.

The first Sunday in February brought Squadron Divisions.
Strange faces appeared a3 even the ‘indispensibles’ were dragged
reluctantly out to face the light of day. This was in the nature of
a farewell to Captain G. Hawkins, as it was the last oceasion on
which the Third Frigate Squadron would be together before he relin-
quished eommand to his successor, Captain (F) B.S. Pemberton.

On the fourteenth of the month, we sailed for Singapore in
company with H.M.8. “Modeste” and, after a weekend alongside,
departed for Tiomen Island, where we painted ship. Here it was
that the coxswain and others unsuceessfully hunted the joker who
had invented a boar hunt.
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HIS MAJESTY KING NORODOM SURAMARIT
OF
CAMBODIA
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Whea we returned to Singapore, some members of the Royal
Malayan Navy Volunteer Reserve came aboard for the weekend to gain
practical experienca. We then retired $o the Naval base until the fourth
ot March, when we left for Bangkok. We arrived three days later, in
company with H.M.S. “Alert” and H.M.S. “Modeste” and had a brief
visit, which afforded an opportunity to sightseers to view some of ibs
numerous temples. From here we proceeded alone to Saigon, where
Brigadier Spiers and Lisutenant Commander Greyson, the British
military and naval attachés, came aboard to take a two hundred mile
trip up the Mekong river to Pnom Penh, the capital of Cambodia. It
was during this trip that final preparations at night inspired one of
our poets to write his ballad.

His Majesty King Norodom Suramarit, attended by members of
his Cabinet, inspected the ship and later offered entertainment at the
palace to a number of the ship's ecompany.

Leaving Pnom Penh on the sixteenth of March, we sailed for
Hong Eong once more, arriving tive days later. Now came a frantic
period of preparation for Captain (F)’s inspection.

Having survived the ordesl of both sea and ship inspection, we
had a brief trip to Macau, escorting the Governor of Hong Kong and
then returned to dock the ship for our self refit period.

At the end of the refit, we had another two day visit to Maeau,
carrying General and Mrs. Sugden. Despite naval superstition, the
lady’s presence had no adverse effect upon the luck of the ship.

On our return to Hong Kong we ammunitioned ship off
Stonecutters and proceeded to Double Haven for exercises. These
were abandoned when, on the eighteenth of May, we found a Japanese
fishing vessel in diffienlties and towed her into Hong Kong. Here
we once more set about the task of painting ship prior fo sailing
for Singapore.
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WEEL flxe @omp’imenfs
of

The Cricketers of

INDIAN RECREATION CLUB,
HONG KONG.

The “OPOSSUM” Boys

are welcomed always.
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