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Weicome shipmates to our Autumn newsletter, |
would like to thank those of you who have given
me your encouragement by saying how you thought
| was doing a good job, it is little things such as
that which makes the job worthwhile.

| am sorry to say that a number of the earlier
commission (1945-46) have not responded to the
notice regarding subs being due, some of them
have been receiving correspondence from me for
almost a year now, during that time | have received
no indication that they want to continue as
members of our association, it is not fair that |
supply the same service to these shipmates as the
ones who pay their dues. | would welcome any
remarks from you shipmates, am | doing the right
thing by ending their membership such as it is?
Tom Tolson:- | would, on behalf of you all,

extend our warmest welcome to Tom our latest
member of the F33 association. Tom served on
the 1952 commission and was killick of 6 mess.

~ P.O Bent (T:bby) Corless

Il is with deep regret that | have to tell you of
the death of one of our old shipmates, Bert
Corless. As the 1952 crew will know, Bert was
P.O of the Top division. Bert, who was 74
crossed the bar on 27th July 1997. We, his
shipmates send our deepest sympathy to Mrs
Corless and family

Our ship's funding at the present time stands at
£845.10, this may seem OK, but, out of that we
owe for ties, blazer badges and the coming costs of
this latest newsletter, Some of the ties and badges
have already been paid for, there are also a small
number who still owe their subs, if you are one of
these, then | ask you to open up your purse,
providing you have'nt lost the combination.

In our last newsletter you will recall a list of
Commanding Officers who had served aboard the
Opossum. | had a letter from Peter Davies, who
said he was baffled by the omission of Cdr J
Powell, Peter says, when | joined the ship early in
October 1957, Cdr Powell was the C.O.

All | can say is that the information printed did
come from Royal Navy archives. As | have said
before, the purpose of this newsletter is, partly, to
be controversial, we do'nt want to be boring like
the Sun or the Mirror do we.

1945 - 58

HMS OPOSSUM STANDARD

For the last twelve months or so, Mike Cole has
been doing a lot of behind the scenes work on
organising a standard in recognition of the splendid
little ship that all who are now reading this spent
many a happy hour and possibly unhappy hours
aboard. Mike has, | believe got most of the actual
standard now complete, with that in mind we must
now start organising the rest of what is required.
To make a success of this, | appeal to all
shipmates to get stuck in and do your bit however
small, remember, we, as far as | can recall always
pulled together.

First, | would like a working party to liaise with me
in organising the many tasks which will require
doing to make this our day. [dow | do not want
you all tripping over in the mad rush, just think;
what can | do?

We also need volunteers and thoughts on fund
raising, including donations, please let me have your
comments and ideas soon.

Do we also include the submarine Opossum?
Regarding the working party:- someone will know

| the procedures involved in having your standard

dedicated, as | have already mentioned we must all
pull together on this.

- We will require a standard bearer and also a
| deputy, part of the duties will probably involve some

travelling so keep that in mind, in this case do we
have some shipmates who would be prepared to
house our standard bearer should he be in your

| vicinity?

The sooner we get this off the ground then the
sooner we can hold our dedication, | would say that
the most obvious venue would have to be Guzz,
you people down in the West country could possibly
make enquiries and let me know.

Finally, | am hoping to raise funds by putting
adverts into our newsletter, any shipmate still
working or who has connections from their old
workplace can take advantage of this.

TIES - TIES AND MORE TIES

Anyone requiring an Opossum tie? | have
managed to make up an order for 20 ties, so far |
can account for 6, this leaves 14, if my arithmatic
is correct. Do'nt forget, you are impropery
dressed unless ‘sporting your OPOSSUM tie. The
50th application will receive a tie free of charge.



RULES FOR BEING HUMAN

1. You will receive a body. You may like it or hate it, but it will
be yours for the entire period this time around.
2. You will learn lessons. You are enrolled in a full time
informal school called life. Each day in this school you will have
the opportunity to learn lessons. You may like the lessons or
think them irrelevant and stupid.
3. There are no mistakes, only lessons, Growth is a process of
trial and error. experimentation. The 'failed’ experiments are as
much a part of the process as the experiment that ultimately
‘works'.
4, A lesson s repeated until 1t 1s learned. A lesson will be
presented o you in various forms until you have learnt it, you can
then go on to the next lesson.
5. Learning lessons does not end. There is no part of life that
does not contain it’s lessons. If you are alive, there are lessons to
be learned.
6. There' is no better than 'here’. When your 'there' has become a
‘here’, you will simply obtain another 'there' that will, again, look
better than ‘here’.
7. Others are merely mirrors of you. You cannol love or hate
something about another person unless it reflects to you some-
thing you love or hate about yourself.
8. What vou make of life is up to you. You have all the tools
and resources you need. What you do with them is up to you.
The choice 1s yours.
9. Your answers lic inside you. The answers 1o life's questions
lie inside you. All you need do is look, listen and trust.
10. You will forget all this.

Anonymous.

THE RULES
The FEMALE alwavs makes The Rules.

The Rules are subject to change at any time without prior notifi-
cation,
No MALE can possibly know all The Rules.
If the FEMALE suspects the MALE knows all The Rules, she
must immediately change some of The Rules.
The FEMALE is never wrong.

If the FEMALE is wrong, it is due to a misunderstanding which
was a direct result of something the MALE did or said wrong.
The MALE must apologise immediately for causing said misun-
derstanding.

The FEMALE may change her mind at any time.
The MALE must never change his mind without the express
written consent of the FEMALE.
The FEMALE has every right to be angry or upset at any time.
The MALE must remain calm at all times unless the FEMALE
wants him to be angry and/or upset.
The FEMALE must, under no circumstances, let the MALE
know whether or not she wants him to be angry or upset.

The MALE is expected to mind read at all times,
If the FEMALE has PMT, all The Rules are null and void.

The FEMALE is ready when she is ready.
The MALE must be ready at all times.

Any attempt to document The Rules could result in bodily harm,
The MALE who doesn’t abide by The Rules can’t take the heat,
lacks backbone and is a wimp.

GENEROUS
During Mrs Clinton's tour of Bosnia, she announced the U.S.
would give Bosnia another $25 million for emergency shelter
repair. With American veteran's sleeping in cardboard boxes. one
has to wonder
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A WOMAN'S LOT
I'm going to kill my husband, I ve stuck all I can stick.
His constant criticizing is getting on my wick.
For he takes it all for granted, but tonight I can relax.
For the minute he complains I shall hit him with the axe.

Yes I'm going to kill my husband, I shall have him thats for sure.
He’s never going to curse my navigation anymore.

I drive him to distraction when I read a map [ know.

But tonight I'm going 1o drive him where he did not plan 1o go.

So when he starts haranguing me till I'm a nervous wreck.
Shouts, spits and rages till the veins swell in his neck.

As he grabs the map from me. there will be no turning back.
I shall calmly reach behind me and I'll hit him with the jack.

He gets a cold and I'm supposed to sympathise.

As his sneezes, shake the rafiers, and the tears roll from his eves.
He looks so woebegone, like the back end of a bus.

And yet when I am ill, he tells me, not to make a fuss.

Oh its true, he has got to go. you may not think I' ve got the right.
But he snores you see and I should know, I'm with him every
night.

With this horrifying steady rhyme. whistle, snore and snort.

Well tonight he’s going to stay asleep for longer than he thought.

Your honour I confess, that with a satisfying thwack.

[ hit him with the frying pan from seven paces back.

The weapon was examined by the jury good and true.

It was all made up of women and they all said good for you.

(Pam Ayres)
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