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Welcome to our twelve-page bumper Autumn Newsletter. What happened to the summer that passed so quickly? So it’s
goodbye to warm summer evenings barbecues and thankfully time to put away the lawn mower for another year.

THE COMPUTER QUESTION

First there is an important issue to discuss affecting every member who contributed to a computer appeal by Harry Catterson our
former Secretary/treasurer/newsletter editor. In 1999 he asked the membership for donations to up-date his computer. In that autumn
edition of our Newsletter, Harry acknowledged receipt of £ 560.00 given by thirty-seven members. We now come to a conflict of
interests. These members thought they were supporting their association with the benefit to all, while Harry had outlayed considerable
sums of money for computer hardware to recoup some expenses. As a result of this difference of viewpoint I received the following
letter from Harry, dated 30" June 2001.

“Hi Eddie,

On reflection I have decided to write to you to clear up any misunderstanding regarding the ownership of my computer. When I
founded the Opossum association in 1994, we started off with a small newsletter which was edited by Peter Shore, unfortunately after
one publication Peter found that he could not afford the time to continue with a regular newsletter. At the time I had an old Amiga
computer, which had cost me around £700, so with Peter’s blessing I said that I would try to do this on top of being secretary and
treasurer. Sometime in 1995, after one or two issues, I thought to myself, I need a decent computer to do a reasonable job of editing
the newsletter, so I went out and paid £1,599.00 cash, even this was not enough, I needed a scanner and a printer, then I required more
memory, all these totalling a further, £650.00 (this was in the days before scanners and printers were bundled in with computers as
happens now) all this for the privilege of giving a service to our new association. In 1999 I asked members for help in up grading to a
more powerful computer, (these things are obsolete after three months, ask anyone who owns a computer). I had donations sent to me
totalling approx. just under £ 1,000.00. The value of the replacement came to £1,562.72, so you can see I made up the difference
myself of almost £600.00, and as the printer supplied was not a very good one I purchased another better quality for which I paid
£135.00. I will not bother adding up all the totals and subtractions, a blind man could see that I have spent a lot of money out of my
CONTENTS own pocket in the service of our association (no doubt you will do the same),
over the years, probably hundreds of pounds on phone calls, postage stamps
etc only for some smart arse to come to the conclusion that I should hand
over my computers too. You will find that no matter what you do to help run
the association, whether it be your time, money, enthusiasm or anything else,
someone will be there waiting to trip you up or criticise your efforts, even
though you give these things freely you will need all the luck you can find. I
made a vow to myself when I decided to form the association, and that vow
was, should at anytime, anyone question my integrity in any shape or form
regarding the running of the Opossum association I would resign. Please take
this as my formal resignation from the association.

Finally Eddie, try and bear these few things in mind of how to kill your
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3. Nevertheless get sore if you are not appointed to the committee and if




