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Welcome to your Autumn Newsletter. This issue brings the usual variety of interesting articles
featuring stories from our shipmates. At least three, Conquering Kilimanjaro, The visit to
Normandy and Golden Oldies/missing shipping forecast may have little to do with our ship
Opossum but they are all written by our members of incidents that have taken place long after their
service on the ship. Yes it's another appeal for Newsletter material. There are many members who
have similar calibre stories to tell, all it takes is a little effort to get it down on paper and send it
along to me. The quality of our mag is only as good as the material received.

We welcome a new member Arthur Harris from Victoria, Australia, of the 1945-47 commission.
His splendid photographs can be seen in this issue. He promises more to come. I already have his
most comprehensive list of all ports of call with dates that the ship made during these years. This
will be included along with other material a in a future issue. Also intend to include the 1957
commission taken from the ships magazine with the photographs from Charles Parker.

Recently you may have seen a television programme featuring under-aged soldiers of the
First World War. The story is of a Member of Parliament trying to have 15, 16 and 17 year colds
accepted for military service returned to their families, when the minimum age for Army enlistment
was 18. The programme made no mention, during the same period, of Boy ratings of the Royal
Navy legally enlisting aged fifteen and a half! Afier their six months training eligible for draft to
the fleet!

Early in July, The Daily Telegraph featured a picture and article on the seventh anniversary
of the hand over, when half million people marched in Hong Kong to demand from Communists
China "under the one country, two systems agreement" a protection of free speech and a right to
directly elect their own leaders. A similar march was staged last year in a city more renowned for
business and shopping rather than politics in protest against an anti-subversion bill demanded by
Beijing, this turn-out forced the Hong Kong government to back down. A growing feature of Hong
Kong protest is the nervous presence of spectators from the mainland China curious to see scenes
unlike anything they experience at home. In a much remembered port the flame of democracy still

burns bright.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Letters have been received from:- Tom Quirk, Peter Shore, Mike Cole, Stewart Coltherd, Tom
Tolson, Alan Percival, Walter (Brum) Lewis, Arthur Harris (2), Lewis Trinder (3), Keith Merrick,
Doug Goulding (2), George Swanwick (3), Dick Wright (2), John Hardman and David Landeg.

ACCOUNTS
Income £1,532.11

Expenses £ 437.62
Cash in Bank £1.094.49

CHAIRMAN'S COMMENTS

I hope you are all enjoying the summer, we might be having mixed bag of weather but at least it's
not freezing.

I would like to see a hundred per cent effort for members to attend our 12th reunion, so get those
booking forms sent off to the County Hotel in Llandudno.

I have had some correspondence sent regarding HMS Hood/ Bismarck presentation ceremony in
Germany which our Secretary attended.

(see page 14 Ed.)

For golfers ears only. I was away playing golf on a normal 18 hole course and completed the
course as follows:- Three holes breast stroke, six holes Australian crawl, five holes back stroke and
the last four, well my comment was, "Where the h... are we, it could have been in the Isle of Man."

(apologies to Tom Q.)
Run out of chat but look forward to seeing you all at our 2005 reunion
Regards
Stan

ROLL OF HONOUR
John C Cartwright John Eardley Willmot Ronald Bradley
Albert Corless Les Wood Harry (Scouse) Barlow
Bob Gray David Jarvis Ken Harris
John Williams George Scott Harry Roach
Reg Parker Pat Norman Fred Thornton
Gordon Fletcher Ivan C Haskell Fred (Mick) Bodel
George H Richards Fred King John Davison
George Curry Sid Pemberton Stephen Hart
George Brown Cliff Harthill Jack Marshall
Arthur Pope Stewart Porter



QUEEN'S REGULATIONS and ADMIRALTY INSTRUCTIONS

The Royal Navy's second bible
by Wyb Madity

(B.R.3I

THE QUEEN"S
REGULATIONS
AND ADMIRALTY INSTRUCTIONS
FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF
HER MAJESTY'S NAVAL
SERVICF

Admiralty Fleet Orders and Queen's Regulations and Admiralty Instructions, constantly updated
with amendments, once governed every conceivable aspect of life in the Royal Navy. No doubt a
similar set of regulations and instructions will be in effect today. The copy of the Q. R's and A, I's
consulted is the 1953 version, published by H. M. Stationery Office price £1 2s, 6d. The Contents
list 57 Chapter headings, including:- Rank of Command, Officers qualification for appointment and
promotion, Ratings condition of service, Personal records, Ceremonial, Leave of Absence,
Messing and accommodation, Discipline, Conduct of Courts-Martial, Pay and pensions, Prize and
salvage; to name just a few.

Each chapter has a list of sections some as many as nine or ten, depending on the subject that give
detailed instructions and explanations of orders. These together with a long list of appendices and
explanations of terms used make up each copy. At least two copies of Q. R's and A, I's would be
carried on every ship, one in the wardroom the other in the Regulating or Coxswain's office.

The book would be consulted, especially for Requestment and Defaulters, but its influence within
the Service clarified most actions in shore establishments and on sea -going ships.

The Naval Discipline Act, incorporating The Articles of War, were prominently displayed in ships
and establishments for information of the ship's companies to highlight the maintenance of good
order and naval discipline.

Among the chapter headings are of Leave of Absence.

Officers and ratings on Home Service may be granted a maximum of 42 days leave in any one year
starting 1st March. Curiously those personnel after completing Foreign Service commissions
were only entitled to 2 days for each month served, for instance 36 days = 18 months served and 60
days = 2.5 years. In other words Home Service ships received 3.5 days a month when the poor
sweating lads in the Far East got a miserly 2 days. There's no justice! Shore establishments were
only awarded 30 days leave per year, but an almost limitless amount of weekend leave within the
constraints of service requirements. While service in the Persian Gulf warranted 3 days for every
month served on that station. Survey ships, even in Home waters, also received this leave
allocation.

Travelling time, more than eight hours by the fastest surface route, may be allowed in addition to
long leave entitlement.



Of interest is a paragraph heading if an officer or rating returns to the United Kingdom after more
than six years absence on foreign service, particulars are to be submitted for consideration of the
Admiralty! So the poor fellow has to hang around barracks until a decision about his leave
entitlement is made by their Lordships.
Another chapter heading is Discipline.
Routine to be followed for prisoners in cells. The minimum cell size isn't too generous. "Cell
measurement shall not be less than six and a half feet by three feet and as high as the space between
decks." Prisoners wouldn't be keen to have a cell only 3 feet wide! The temperature inside must
not exceed 80 degrees Fahrenheit (The opposite extreme is not mentioned!) and have adequate
ventilation. He is to be visited at least every watch and at least twice a day by the medical officer.
The prisoner's daily ration is to be:-

10 ounces of biscuits,

8 ounces fresh vegetables,

8th ounce of tea,

half ounce of chocolate,

1.5 ounce of sugar,
(no mention of milk or water!) Little in the way of protein to keep body and soul together.
He was also to pick per day, except Sundays, 2lbs. of tarred hemp or 6lbs. of tarred sisal; this was
to be weighed before and after the exercise.
The prisoner is to be deprived of tobacco, knives, razor blades, writing materials, books,
newspapers, a bible or suitable books of an instructional nature, such as a seamanship manual, is
permitted.
After three days confinement he is to be brought up on deck for an hour morning and evening under
a sentry's charge for exercise, rifle drill may be given.
He is to keep himself and his cell clean. (no mention of washing, shaving and toilet arrangements.)
Perhaps many will remember the statement of:- The offence is punishable by death or such other
punishment as herein after mentioned.
Whatever the subject heading:- Instruction to commanding officers, officers of the watch, specialist
officers - gunnery, torpedo, navigation, engineering and electrical, Boards of enquiry, canteens,
educational, medical and dental, religious instruction, welfare and victualling, Q. R's & A. I's had
much to say to embrace every corner of naval life. Summing up, as some one once said, Q. R's and
A. I's :-"are for the obedience of fools and the guidance of wise men."

Wyb Madity
In the next issue:- "Sequel to the Jutand story" That lasted long after the action.

STONE MISREAD

Two tramps walk past a church and start reading the gravestones.
The first tramp says “Bloody hell — this bloke was 182”

“Oh yeah” says the other, “Whats his name?”

“Miles for London™

THE WALL WALKER

A bloke walks into a pub and walks up the wall, across the ceiling, back down the other wall and
over to the bar. He orders two whiskeys and drinks them. Walks up the , across the ceiling, down
the other wall and out of the door.

“That’s strange™ says a punter.

“I know”, replies the barman “He normally orders a pint!”



CONQUERING KILIMANJARO
by John Hardman

On Christmas Day 1959 a party from HMS Gambia's 1958-60 commission reached Africa’s highest
point 19,340 ft. the summit of mount Kilimanjaro.

Plans were laid, money saved, training walks and PT indulged in. A familiar ships pipe would be
"Kilimanjaro party to PT on the quarter deck." While many names were put to a notice board only
17, including 4 Royal Marines made up the final party.

The Gambia mountaineer's (John Hardman, middle back row)

First there was a long coach journey from steamy hot port of Mombasa, East Africa to cooler
Loitokitok on the Kenya slopes of Kilimanjaro. Along the way we quaffed beer from crates some
anonymous benefactor had brought along while looking out of the windows for signs of big game.
At 6,000 ft. the party spent the night at the Outward Bound Mountain School. Next morning to put
us in the right outward bound spirit all took an icy cold shower! Not for the Gambia's the
millionaires route of good night’s accommodation, guides and the help of porters. Qur route would
be straight up from Loitokotok carrying all our own gear, including food and tents!

Above the jungle a rest period
It was the German missionary/explorer Rebmann who in 1828, named the mountain, the first
white man to see Kilimanjaro, amazed to find such a high snow covered mountain almost on the
Equator. The mountain is in fact an extinct volcano with two peaks, named Mawenze and 800ft.
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higher, Kibo. The latter is not a difficult mountain; it's a hill walk rather than a climb. The
difficulty is the rapid rate of ascent with little opportunity to acclimatise to the altitude. This leads
to a chronic shortage of breath, headaches, loss of appetite and inability to sleep, as well as frost
bite and some times vomiting. The first day proper through the rain forests up to the Second Caves
the party found hard going as we slogged for over seven hours carrying 401b packs. Thankful to
collapse on the cave's straw covered floor. We did try to locate the next cave but poor visibility
prevented this as the weather closed, so we had to return and for the next day or so we lived as
troglodytes waiting for weather improvements. Eventually we got going again a long slog; the pace
became almost funeral like. Earlier we sweated, now lashed by rain and sleet, most of the party
now lived more on codeine than food. To avoid the heat and cloud we set off at 2am on Christmas
Eve for the top. Outside was bitterly cold, but the pale moon provided enough light to see by.
Mostly in silence we plodded on in the intense cold that made numb fingers and toes.

Hard going in the snow

The altitude effects became extreme. Some vomiting blood had wisely to return below to the huts.
The party split into slow and fast convoys. Then the slow split again into slow and dead slow. We
were now at 18,000ft., over four times higher than Ben Nevis, Britain's highest mountain. At dawn
the party reached Gillman’s Point on the crater rim. Nine of the party plodded on. As a fierce sun
beat down with ankle deep snow and ice under foot, the slow trudge an extreme effort of will
power to reach the 19,340ft. summit named by Rehmann, as the Kaiser Wilhelm Spitze.

Out of a party of 17, 3 had to return, 5 reached Gillman's Point and 9, including all the Royal
Marines made the summit, not a bad effort for a bunch of unfit sailors. That long ago Christmas
Eve standing on the highest point of Africa was an experience of endurance best looked back on
with pride, that at the time was just one long grim slog.

(John doesn't mention the descent but we can imagine the going was just as bad as the climbing up,
if not more so. Ed.)

Tom Tolson reports that his mate Cornelius Aloysius (Scouse) Cannon, well known footballer,
motor boat bowman of the 1952-54 commission, who for many years had suffered from
Alzheimer's disease, crossed the bar 10th August 2004 aged 77.

As is our rule his name will be read at each reunion along with all none HMS Opossum Association
members



