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Welcome to your Autumn Newsletter. This issue brings the usual variety of interesting articles
featuring stories from our shipmates. At least three, Conquering Kilimanjaro, The visit to
Normandy and Golden Oldies/missing shipping forecast may have little to do with our ship
Opossum but they are all written by our members of incidents that have taken place long after their
service on the ship. Yes it's another appeal for Newsletter material. There are many members who
have similar calibre stories to tell, all it takes is a little effort to get it down on paper and send it
along to me. The quality of our mag is only as good as the material received.

We welcome a new member Arthur Harris from Victoria, Australia, of the 1945-47 commission.
His splendid photographs can be seen in this issue. He promises more to come. I already have his
most comprehensive list of all ports of call with dates that the ship made during these years. This
will be included along with other material a in a future issue. Also intend to include the 1957
commission taken from the ships magazine with the photographs from Charles Parker.

Recently you may have seen a television programme featuring under-aged soldiers of the
First World War. The story is of a Member of Parliament trying to have 15, 16 and 17 year colds
accepted for military service returned to their families, when the minimum age for Army enlistment
was 18. The programme made no mention, during the same period, of Boy ratings of the Royal
Navy legally enlisting aged fifteen and a half! Afier their six months training eligible for draft to
the fleet!

Early in July, The Daily Telegraph featured a picture and article on the seventh anniversary
of the hand over, when half million people marched in Hong Kong to demand from Communists
China "under the one country, two systems agreement" a protection of free speech and a right to
directly elect their own leaders. A similar march was staged last year in a city more renowned for
business and shopping rather than politics in protest against an anti-subversion bill demanded by
Beijing, this turn-out forced the Hong Kong government to back down. A growing feature of Hong
Kong protest is the nervous presence of spectators from the mainland China curious to see scenes
unlike anything they experience at home. In a much remembered port the flame of democracy still

burns bright.
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