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& VERY MERRY CHRISTM&S TO YOU ALL

Once again we are near 10 the and
of yet ancther year, how many mon
reunons will we e able fo muster
for? | hope all of you who are
reading this will be al the Trecam
Hoted it May Book eary o avod
disappoerament. For Twose who hawe
nol yel aflended & rewrson, all | can
say is, you do'nl know whal your
missing, emember that un ashors in
Kure or Sasebo? What about sitng
under the camvas on X Gun dunng &
patrod off Koea in the maldis of
wirler and treezing lor an four 8l A
bme . There are many many SKnNes
to recall, only ff there is someons 19
ksten though., 5o get yow booking
made now! TRECARN HOTEL
BABBACOMBE TEL 01803

STANDARD IMEDICATION
Arangements are now In hand for
he formal dedication of the standard

S Oposswm. | must first hank
shipmate Peter Lockwood for all the
legwork thal he has put in omanssing
and laasing with the Padre and the
President of tThe semor raes mess in
HMS Dvake Az the moment the
provisiondl tmeé 3 11am on the 17th
May 1098 Al will be revealed at a
later date The cost of a buffer will
have to be met by us all, | envisage
between £4 and £5 per person, the
queshonaire inchuged with this
newsietier s an attempt 1o guage
how many o you will be & the
dedication Flease fill it in and
refurn AS AP, A once in & lifetime
opporunily awails you.

s2e292. See you there.

A delegation from our association will beé aftending the Trecam Hotel at Babbacombe on the weekend ol January
23-25 1988, Dunng thes weskend we will D8 samphng the hospirality of the Trecam which | am assured will be
what you will all be recendng w May. A large number of naval assocations use this hotel and qude a number
of thern make it their permanent venue for reunions, | thenk that speaks for jiseil. ! you want an enpyable
weekend then el booking, da'nl forget 'o mention that you 2% of the Opossum assocabon

in ™e last newslafer | mentoned the fad of cedain ndiwduas who had never paid any subscripiions yet
comsnued 10 recehve the newsletiers and comespondance. The last newsletter was the last they will recene,
what | f= o undersiand s, why contast me regarding jorang our associalion, when as soon s a 2500
subscription 8 mentioned ™en no further contact | am afraid that the cost of wnning an associabion has o
come from somewherne, my pocksts ame fairdy shallow, in fact not much different from my years in The Andrew

FACTS AND DATA

Since leaving the Royal Mavy | have often wondered what my service time did for me, | always
remember thal one of the first things which was ever drummed into me was the fact thal stealing from
your shipmates waz one of the mosl henious crimes, maybe it was that which kept me basically on the
straight and narrow. During my time since leaving the Andrew, and meeting up with various people in
all walks of life, | now know that the majority of ex malelots lail into the same category as mysell. |
suppose that there have been a few bad apples in the bamel but | suspect them to be few and far
between, it iz with that thought which set me off wondering how many different professions we took up
in civilian life. | would be pleased to hear from anyone who did, or still does anything of an unusual
nature. | know for a fact that we have shipmates who have zerved in the police forca for over 30
years, custom's officers, we have ex prison officers, cne at least who rose to quite an high rank,
Magistrates, others who have carved oul a career for themselves by running their own business,
managers (me) for various companies. | also know thal some of you ame sfill involved in naval matters,
either in the reserve or Sea Cadetls, Didmynfywh'ainhmmﬁuphh.nﬁdﬁwrsm?
Nﬂmhwgm.hmmy.ﬂmrﬂﬁuhm“m ended up on the wrong side of the
fence. If you have enything of interest on this subject and would like it published in a future newsletier,
please send me the details Mamry.



USS INVISIBLE

Could a US naval vessel really have
disappeared im a wartime experiment?

Of all the great mysteries of the 20th century, none is as
baffling as the Philadelphia Experiment’. Is it possible that,
as witnesses staled the USS Eldridye became invisible during
a World War Two experiment?

It was 1943 1he place Philadeiphia Naval Yard Dunng lop
secrcl Lests - over-seen by Albert Einstein - the Eldridge was
subjected to an intense force field in a secret dock. This,
allegedly. resulted in the ship becoming invisible, leaving
members of her crew injured, insane or dead

But did it really happen? It was |2 vears before the first
rumours emerged I[n 1935, one 'Carlos Miguel Allende’
wrole to Maunice Jessup, a scientist whose book, The Case for
the UF(), debated whether humans could develop an anti-
gravity field Allende wold Jessup it had already happened
He had szen the Philadelphia Experiment from another ship.
the USS Andrew Furuseth  Allende said the Eldnider had
vanished. but that the sea remauned displaced. ac if the ship
was still there

A few months after Allende spoke to Jessup. the Office off
Naval Research (ONR) anoaymously received a copy of
Jessup's book with scribbled notes in the margins about the
experiment on the Eldridge. Major Darrel L Rinter and
Commander George Hoover, the ONR's special projects
officer, took a keen interest in the notes

In spring 1957, Hoover met Jessup to discuss the notes added
to the book. Jessup told Hoover that the hand-writing
maiched some letiers he had received. Were the notes written
by Allende?

Later, Hoover circulated the book in Washingion nulitary
circles. Jessup wondered why the navy was so interested -
unless there was something o the story  Jessup gave the
orginal annoated book 10 a fmend for safe-keepang. in case,
he said. something happened to hum  Possibly he knew 100
much. for two years later. Jessup was dead.  He was found in
Ias car. a pipe leaching from the exhaust It looked like
suicyde - bui was n?

These the maner rested unnl the mid-1970s when rescarcher
Bill Moore and aumhor Charles Berlitz puicked up the traul
They began by wracing 'Carlos Allende’, discovening hus real
name was Carl M Allen, He had been i the mannes and was
aboard the Andrew Furuseth at the me of the alleged
expeniment on the Fildridge Allen was wary, but did say that
eight people, including senuor maval officers. crew members
and Einstein, could venfy the storv  But when Moore
questioned one. Andrew Furuseth Chiel Mate Arthur
Maudsley, he was met with silence

Moore tnied 1o obtain the ship's logs , but was told they were
missing.  But when the engineer's log books turned up they
showed the two ships were indeed in Philadelphia in 1943
Moore's suspicions were raised further when he found
incensisiences in the oflicial lustory of the Eldrdge Onone
occasion. the records said the Eldridge Al in one location
when the crew sad she was 3.000 milcs}' re importantly,

it aleo vranspired the Fldridge was launched a month before
the date in the records Where was the ship in those four
weeks? A breakihrough came when Moore trace a Dr
Rinehart. Einstein's assistanl on the project.  Rinehari said
the expenment, codenamed Rainbow, aimed o create a force
field around the Eldridge to deflect enemy fire. Five months
afier the interview the scientist was dead The navy later
verified that Rainbow was indeed the codename for & secret
naval project
Encugh detail has emerged to indicate an expenment with an
artificially-created force ficld did wake place If so. then dad
something go hornbly wrong?
Witnesses said the slup disappeared for several hours. When
it reappeared. some crew members were merged into the steel
bulkhead while others had spontaneously combusted  While
it has been possible to prove these witnesses were in the
shipvard at the time, 1t is impossible o prove they were part
of a secrel expeniment. For now, whatever did happen all
those years ago will have to stay unexplained

Eden Camp Museum and HMS Opossum
If you are amywhere near Pickering N Yorks, then |
recommend that you pay a visit to the Eden Camp Muscum,
vou will need to have at least 3 hours to spare if you wanl to
see most of the exhibitions, there 18 also a very good canteen
there too and the prices anc quite reasonable  The exhihitions
are all about the conditions duning World War 2. with afl the
different theatres of the war The reason [ am telling vou of
this is because there 1§ 4 new sector being opened covering
the Korean War, if anvone has any memorabilia they would
like to donate, includimg photos, will you please let me know
Our late shipmate Bert Corless once told me that he was
building a model of the Opossum, recently T wrote to Bert's
widow Rosemary. [ asked her if she would consider donating
the model to the museum,( there will be a plaque displayed
alongside acknowledging the donation), after all Opossum
did do a little bit in Korea, Rosemary very kindly went along
with my suggestion and we are now in the process of
organising the hand over, there will be Stan Oldficld Tom
Tolson and myvsell at the presentation, T hope 1o have some
photographs taken and with a bit of luck, mavbe have one
published in this newsletter 1 am also supplyving as many
details as | possibly can of the Opocum on 2 floppy disk 1
hope there are no mistakes in the data, [ wouldnt want
Certain persons Correcting me

Strange bul true
A woman returned home in Lhe carly hours to find a group of

five men, all wearing dark wooly hats, having a drinke party
in her house The froat door had been forced open and all the
men were strangers lo her Ome of the men asked the
astonished woman to dance. She left 1o call the police. but
when Lhey arnived the men were gone - along with her new
threc-piece suile

A pilol who by some miracle escaped death when his
belicopter crashed, fell from the army helicopter that rescued
him A major search had 1o be organised to find his bodv in
mountains in south western Columbia

— > = faces

An Able Seaman and a8 Caplain were siting in the barber shop. They were both just getting finsshed with thetr shaves—the barber's were
reaching for some aller-shave to slap on their [aces

The Captain showted "Hey ™, don't put that shit on me! My wife will think I've been in a whore-house!*

The Able Scaman turned 1o hus barber and said. “Go ahead and put iton My wile doesn’t know whai the inside of a whore-house smells
ke =



PEARL HARBOR LINK TO SYDNEY
MYSTERY
HMAS Sydoey sank 56 vears apo but theorics about it's
disappearance still abound. Perth artist and historian
Clay Evans believes it holds the key 1o & global scandal,

Onc work shows a German saslor in a hifebogt machine

gunning survivors and a Japanese [-class submanne in the

background doing the same. The black and white ink-pen

drawing with a watcr-colour wash is titled. HMAS Sydney -

Mo Sunvvors. and is based on Lhe theory that a Japancse
spbmanine helped sink the Svdney

This theory was raiscd in the 1981 book. Who sank the
Swdncy?, tw Michacl Monigomery. ithe son of the shap's
navigator, Li-Cdr C A C Monigomery. Bul arust-hisionan
Clay Evans claims his rescarch shows a Japancse submanne
i5 a small pant of the HMAS Sydney mvsicry,
He combined a varicty of theonies 1o form an inlriguing
explanation about why Britain still holds the sccret files on
the Svdney, that the US knew Pearl Harbor was to be
anacked. where the Svdney fits into the picture and the
Australan government's role in the cover-up
Central 10 the theory is the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor
on December 7, 1941 - 18 davs afier Svdney's sinking
Mr Evans belicves the anack was not the surprise the world
was led to belicve and the Svdney sinking 1s pan of the cover-
up linked 1o 11, Ths theory on Pearl Harbor has been around
awhile It was aired in the book. Betraval a1 Pearl Harbor, in
1991 by former MI6 officer James Rusbndger and Enc Nave,
an Australian who proncered British code breaking against
Japan between 1925-1941 The book claims then British
Prime Minister Winston Churchill know of the impending
atlack but deliberately did not warn US President Theodore
Roosevelt. 1t claims Britain had cracked the Japanese naval
code IN-25 used 1o relay messapes about the attack
Mr Churchill had access 10 all intelligence information and |
on his own admission. was anxious 1o bring the powerful US
into the war, The Pearl Harbor attack did this at a ume when
US help was desperately needed  Mr Evans believes Britain
and Austraha acied together to conceal Japanese imvolvement
in the Svdneyv's sankang fo ensure the Pearl Harbor raid went
ahead He calls on an exaisting theory that Australian
intelligence was trackang the German raider Kormorin with
new high-frequenty direction finding technology.
The Perth-based Sydney Research Group put up this theory,
which includes the notion a Japanese [-class submarine was
in the area to oversee or take part in the Kormoran's ambush
of the troop ship Aquatania which was reinforcing Singspore
from Australia The group claams top Roval Australian Navy
authoritics knew of the German Rasder's presence. Thus is
where Mr Evans divents from exishing theones and imphicales
the US. He believes Mr Roosevell knew of the impending
Pearl Harbor attack in which more than 2,300 people died
Evidence includes that Lhe US radar at Pearl Harbor picked
up the aircrafl but no action was taken and several of the best
US ships based there were sent to sea a few diys earhier,
These included three aircrafl carriers, 16 cruisers and 44
destroyers - 4 move which later cost the Japanese dearly

The LS also imercomod messages pointing 10 a Pearl Harbor
attack bun ook no defensmve action

Mr Evans said Mr Roosoveli was under enormous pressure
from arms makcrs - controlled largely by merchant bankers -
1o enter the war and so carn them billons of dollars. He smid
the US had a big forcign deba to the bankers, who had strong
hold on Mr Rooscvelt

But entering the war was a political hot potato and the US
public was not keen on the idea  Pearl Harbor was the
catabyst Mr Roosevel needed 1o stir public suppon for 3 war
he knew the US could win. Britain had boen doing 1t's best o
conceal i1's knowledge of the impending attack and this
included tclling Australian Pnme Mumster John Curtin to
hnde all evidence of Japan's imvolverment and the dosire 1o ket
Pcarl Harbor be bombed WA Liberal Scnator fohn Panizra
has drafied 2 motion on the Svdney's sinking which he
behieves wall get support in the senate and should be passed
before Chnsumas, Thas calls for a full-scale scarch for the
Svdney, that Britain release w's classified files on the sinking
and for legislation to protect the wreck af it 15 found. Whether
Britaun will open it's files remain to be seen Even if they are
released, there 15 no guarantoc they hold the answer to the
mystery Esther way, the debate about what happened 10 the
Sydney will continue for a fong Lme.

CHRISTMAS

And every vear when Chnstmnas comes | go and take 3 Jook
| have a list of folks | know. all writtea in 2 book, And that is
when | realise thal these names are a part

Not of the book they're writtem in. but belonging (o my hear
For each name stunds for someone who has crossed my path
somelime,

And in that mesting they've become the thvihm in each
thyme

While this sounds faatastic. 1 will surely make this claim.

I really feel I'm composed of cach remembered name

And whale you may not be aware of any special "link”

Just mecting you has changed my life a lot more than you
may think.

For once I've mel somehody, kater vears cannol erase,

The memorny of a pleasant word or a kind or fniendly face
So never thank oy Christmas cards are just a mere rouline,
Of names upon a Chnistmas ksl, forgotien in between

For when I send a Christmas card that is addressed 1o vou,
It's because vou're on the list of folks 1 am indebted 10

For [ am but the total of the many folk I've met,

And vou happen 1o be one of those | prefer nol to forget
And whether | have known vou for vears or only just a few.
In some way you have had a part in shaping things | do

And every year when Chrisimas comes | realise anew,

The best gifis life can offer 1s 10 have fneads just like vou
S0 may the spart of Christmas love that through the years
endures,

Leave its nchest blessings in the hearts of vou and vours
AEEAABAAGANARRARRENARdARERAREAREANERRABNARAARRRERRER
I have 17 Opossum Ties for sale, also 77 Opossum lapel
badges, These must be sold im order to keep our funds
healthy. Anyone without these items is improperly
dressed.

Doris: "On the way to work this morning a man showed me )

the kining of his nnjmat for no mntn; 'Tis easy enough to be pleasant, when life flows like
Gladys: "Are you sure be oaly wanted to show you the a song;

lining". But the man worthwhile is the one who will smile,
Doris: "Oh yes! He wasa't wearing anything clse”. When everything goes dead wrong. z

—



"THE BEGINNING OF THE TALE"
WHERE WE WENT AND WHAT WE DID

1956-57
If this storv s to be writicn in chronological order, | think the
comnussion really started for us all at London Adirport in
Jamuary, 1936, when in keeping with this modern age. we
trooped by air to Singapore via Rome, Nicosia, Balirain,
Bombay, Calcutta and Bangkok Chute an exciting start, but
on¢ which exposed us all to that tropical feeling when
meéting the heat and humidits of Singapore,
However, modern medicine being what it is, a revolutionary
drug called Tiger' put evervone back on their feet!
After a brief stav in Terror, we marched to HMS (possum,
and our commussioning senvice held on January 17th,
Things then bégan o happen. Ship was stored, and off we
went on a shake down cruise to Langkawi and op the Malacca
Straits. (To an island of torn bathing suits)  Action stations,
Cruising stations, Damage control, Steering breakdown and a
thousand other things were practised, when we arrrved back
in Singapore, Opossum was no longsr a complete stranger to
s
We then had our last bit of sea-time around Tigerland’ for
soie tme. as safety vessel for HMS Thorough's dnving trials
At the end of Januany, we headed North for Hongkong and a
three month refit The five dav passage was spent in learming
as much about Opessien before we began the refit
Aweek after arrival, we were accommodated in F A B and
Tamar, and Opossn began 1o look as if ber last dayvs had
armved  Fouranch guns. anchors and cables were removed,
and grev paint disappearsd. Plates were removed from the
bollom. messdecks were altered and many olher alierahions
were macda, Towards the end, it looked a3 if we never would
be ready 1o go 10 sea for ages. bul. came the 7th Mav and we
were once more back on board and painting furiously.
Crur three month domicile ashore had been spent in plaving
games, our Soccer, Rughy, Hockey and Cricket teams had
tiken shape and quite a few of the players represented the
Navy  The China Fleet Club also saw a lot of Cposswm and
mast people had found their Far East feet by the ime we went
back to sea  Once back on board, our work up began in
earncst, with ten davs in the Tolo area. This was the home of
the North Staffordshires with whom we had a good liaison
Modeste completed her refit at the end of May and then of
we went wilh her 1o do exgrcises in company This was a
competitiv e work up botween the two ships and the ship with
the umpire usually won the doy.
We had by now stcamed four and a half thousand miles and
most of our post-refit teething troubles had been cleared up
Mid June saw the armival of Crane in Hongkong. and then the
three ships sailed for Japan, all anxious to see the land of the
Chearry blossom, about which so many different stories had
been told. With fine weather and ne trouble in the Formosa
straits. we headed happily North, but Crane had 1o drop
betund with engine trouble and Modeste also slowed down for
the latter part of the cruse. thus Opossum was the firstin
Kure.
MNow began the feverish rush to get the ship clean and ready
for Captmn F's sea and harbour inspections  Long hours were

worked and many difficulties were overcome so that by the
end of June, we were ready for inspection. We moved from
Eure to Etauch: Bay, and plaved the Naval Academy there at
Rughy Then back to Kure for the harbour inspection  From
Kure we procecded to Ebukuro Wan, the venue for the sen
inspections of Modeste and ourselves. On both days the
weather was pretly appalling and no gunnery exerciscs were
carried out

After the sea inspection, the Squadron satled for Chinhae in
Korea, where we met up with the Americans for the first
time. This was a very brief visit, and Squadron raiding apart,
uneventful. Ouw the day of sailing, we parted company with
Crane and Modeste and little did we know that we would
nzxt s¢¢ them at the end of the vear on a different station!

A quick s1op at Sascbho for fuel and then on to Maizuru on the
north-west coast of Honshu  Here we were hospitably
received and were. at last, secing the real Japan. in fact,
Kimono clad Geisha girls appearcd on board just before dawn
on the day of sailing, bul that's anather story!

Oraru was our next port of call, on Hokkaido, quits unspoilt
by western influence and a place which was thoroughly
enjoved by all  Finally we entered Tokyo bay in mud July and
spent a very happy five days Al tastes, including mountain
climbing. were catered for. We sccured in the American
MNaval Base a1 Yokosuka for one night after leaving Tokvo,
and we ware all most impressed by this vast base. A longer
stay would have been enjoved, U'nt sure. Whilst there we
arranged A/S exercises with the US submarnne Bluegilf which
were carried out in Atami Wan Bay  We then anchored off
Atami and some wenl ashore for a last run in Japan

Leading Question:- How many finished up as Cherry
Boys?

Having said "goodbye” 10 the Bluegill. we headad south
towards Hongkong  Typhoon "Wanda" was in action at this
time, but like all the other ladies we had met in the
commissian, she treated us well and allowed us an casy

passage

We arrived in Hongkong at the beginning of August, and
after a self mantenance peried. were suddenly ordered to
Singapors  After a short period of exercises with the
Newfoundland and the Cockade_ we bocame the flagship for
FOMA for hus calls to North Borneo  We called a1
Jesselion, Brunei, and Kuching and were warmly welcomed
ak each place. Alier a short spell back in Singapore. we [ound
oursehves on Exercise Albatross. the annual SEATO
exercise in which American. Pakistani. Australian. Filipino
Thai, New Zealand. and British ships ook part. This
EXerise was 1o taks us to Bangkok, Mamla, and back 10
Hongkong  Also for the first time in the commission we were
in company with a fleet, and doing screening exercises which
soon became casily manageable. Banghkok, a good rabbil run,
came up to expectations of all who had stopped at the airpon
on the way oul. The Amencan dollar has done a lot for the
Thai's Manila in the Plulippines was quate a hittle Amenca
and the Mighty Dollar kept it above most of our pockets The
Filipinos were a fnendly and charming people  Afier the
Marula visit, the fléet broke up and we went back 10
Hongkong in company with Kanicre

That's a nice watch Roy, does it tell you the time?
No, you've got to look at it

It's Christmas and across the land jovful voices
cry out....... Cash or Credit?!






