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Welcome 1o your Christmas edition of the Opossum
newsletter, a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY
NEW YEAR TO ALL. | would like 1o thank all you
shipmates and their wives who attended the
re-dedication of St Nicholas Church at HMS Drake and
represented our association at which our association
standard was paraded. For those of you who knew
nothing about said event, we were approached by the
chaplain with an invitation 1o take part in the
re-dedication because at the time of the dedication of
our standard the church was being refurbished and we
had to use the drill hall. Rather than contact all
shipmates, | asked all those living in the South West
whether or not they would like to represent us. At the
end of the day we were well represented and for that |
would like to thank all you shipmates and friends who
made it all worthwhile, | have been told that it was a
memorable day.

INTERNET:-

| would appreciate all shipmates views on the question
of promoting HMS Opossum on the internet. | did
mean 10 bring this up at our last AGM, unfortunately |
forgot. It could be another way of tracing shipmates
who we cannot trace using conventional methods. What
| am proposing is that we have a web page giving
details of our association, ships details including a
photograph and what our aims are. The costs of such
an operation should be covered by your annual
subscriptions, | appreciate the fact that all of you do not
own a computer, but | do not believe that this should
be an obstacle. | look forward to your comments.
Incidentally | wouid not be averse to a little help in
setting this up. providing | get the go ahead from you.

Greetings and
best wishes 1o all
shipmates and
hope you are all
fit and well, To
those who are
not, | wish you
well and a
speedy recovery
for our next
reunion.

As most shipmates will have noted, my wife missed the
1998 reunion due to ill health but with a little luck |
hope to have Chris with me in 1999 at the Gateway
because she really enjpoys seeing all you old 'salts' and
the comradeship she observes among us.

The following concludes a five year search for a
shipmate who | last had contact with in 1954 at my
wedding. | was visiting my wife in hospital on the
second day of her hospitalisation and to my amazement
the lady in the next bed asked me:- were you in the

Royal Nawy?, to which | replied Yes! then what ship
were you on?, as soon as | said HMS Opossum she
said | have a photo of you with my husband Ken
Harris. | felt ten foot tall until Mary, (Kens wife) said
Ken died on March 11th 1996 which brought me down
to earth. | now have Mary's address and phone No.
Alas one more shipmate to add to our Roll of Honour.
By the time you read this newsletter | hope you have
all booked in at the Gateway Hotel which is by far the
best venue for the price, and the most central for all
concemed. The change of venue was due to the
disappointing result at Scarborough which was a waste
of time and money. The Hoteliers did not appear to
be interested, by letter or even a fax from Harry,
another hotel (no names mentioned) was a bit like a
doss house. | do apologise 1o all shipmates and their
wives for the disappointment but it is always our aim
to achieve the best price, (leave it 1o Harry, if there is
blood in a stone he will extract it) comfort and car
parking facilities for the F33 association. The
photographs from the standard dedication which | took
came out quite well, | have put some together with
relevant information which | will bring with me in May
©0 for those shipmates who missed the special event.
Enough of my waflfle, before you all report to sick bay
or ' fall out’ for Church of Turkey, (yes some actually
tried it on at Sunday divisions). Hope 1o see you all
in May, Stan.

TIES AND LAPEL PINS

Now that we are nearing Christmas, why
not boost our association funds, | know
that not all shipmates have our
association tie and even less of you have
a lapel pin. dont forget, you are
improperly dressed without an association
tie. Ties are £8.50 and lapel pins £3.00,
please get your orders sent in.

| may be be going 1o London again in
the next few months to visit the Public
Records Office at Kew. | have been told
that it is possible to get a lot more of the
information by looking at Reports and
Proceedings rather than the ships log,
which if you remember, | made into a
small booklet which a number of
shipmates purchased. As it is such a
long drawn out procedure, if any of the
commissions other than my own would
like to help then please let me know. It
would normally take at least two visits to
get a reasonable amount of information,
possibly even three visits.






