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Welcome to your Christmas newsletter, may all your

wishes come to fruition. A Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year to all shipmates and your families. At the time of
writing | am in the process of organising our reunion in
Blackpool, as you may now know Bournemouth fell through,
personally I think that was a blessing in disguise and if you
miss Blackpool, then you will be missing a reunion second to
none. I have had to sign a contract with the Norbreck Castle
Hotel which ties me to certain numbers attending, with that
in mind I hope that each and every one of you will make
every effort to attend. Some shipmates have never attended
a reunion, [ think that is a shame, just try this one, you will
then see what you have been missing, and don’t think that
you will feel out of place, all our shipmates are just that:
shipmates.

We have an allocation of rooms as follows: 10 single and 30
Double or twin rooms. To book, ring the Norbreck Castle:
01253 352341, tell them you are from the Opossum associa-
tion and you wish to book for our reunion. Better still write
to them enclosing your deposit of £25.00 person, and don’t
forget to take out your insurance of £1.70 just in case of a
cancellation. The address is:- The Norbreck Castle Hotel,
Queen’s Promenade, Blackpool, Lancashire. FY2 9AA.
One more thing: if you wish to travel via National Express,
you will have to tell them and also send your return fare of
£25.00.

I think that I mentioned in the letter I sent you that the ac-
commodation consisted of Full Board, I have been repri-
manded by one of your wives and told in no uncertain terms
that it is only Half Board, velly solly. We shall be receiving
Bed, Breakfast and Evening Meal, OK.

If there are any shipmates who

require more information, please

4 contact me as soon as possible.

I would also like to add, any ship-
mate who has anything constructive
to mention at our AGM, make a note
of it and don’t be afraid to bring it up,
it is no good after the event bleating
about what we do, we are a democ-
ratic association and all voices will be heard, anyone wishing
to serve on the committee will have to be proposed and sec-
onded, this will be done during the AGM. The last item that
I wish to mention is: Please don’t forget to bring your prizes
for our raffle, and don’t forget the hotel is providing an ex-
cellent prize of a

Week in one of their Principal Hotels, Good Luck and a
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

TO ALL.

I would like to express my thanks and

gratitude to all shipmates for their
7.4 sympathy and condolences after the
.24 loss of my wife Chris and especially
#8311 Harry and Tom who attended the Ser-
8 vice. This was very much appreci-
B ated.
Well shipmates we received a report

from shipmate Roy Cope on Bournemouth and it was not fa-
vourable both for walking and parking, but apart from that we
did not have a reply from the hotel we were interested in,
which indicates they were not interested in our custom, hope-
fully we will resolve this at the AGM.
A decision had to made along with the committee to press
ahead for our reunion in approx six months time, so, Harry and
myself paid a visit to the Norbreck Castle Hotel in Blackpool.
The good points were: no parking problems and as most of
you will know a tram , bus or taxi will drop you off in the town
centre within a few minutes of the shops and whatever lights
your candle. By the time you read this we should be settled on
the venue and I am sure you and yours will enjoy a good week-
end. I hope you have all replied to Harry’s letter and con-
firmed your booking because we do need to know approxi-
mately how many are attending as this will have an affect on
the quality of entertainment we will receive over the weekend.
The things Harry and I have to go through. We had a tram ride
from the North beach to the South beach on the Sunday night
(on the house of course), two pints of beer before we left did
little to help our bladder problems. Shortly after leaving South
beach on the return journey the St Vitas dance overcame us. A
mile or so later we were almost doing the Samba, I asked
Harry: ‘are you trying to crack nuts or something?’ Harry
looked at me
Politely!!!(Ha-Ha), ask the attendant if there is a toilet on top,
of course we always have one on a single decker. Arrive at
North beach: ‘Where the hells Harry gone???looking for a mo-
bile toilet, or something that resembles one???a lesson to bear
in mind. Don’t forget shipmates, a quick reply will
assist Harry to keep us up to date and more important of all,
keep you informed. Any shipmate wishing to play in the golf
tournament after the weekeng reunion please let me or Harry
know as soon as possible.

Chairman S/M. Stan Oldfield.




