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before, for whatever reason, being drafted elsewhere. So at a conservative estimate this would total in excess of
twelve hundred prospective members. We really need to increase our membership. The question is how to go
about this exercise? If each member tried to make contact with just one
Opossum mate, even allowing for a failure rate of fifty per cent that could
give us a added membership of around twenty-five. A very modest target.
There are a few methods of carrying out a search, but the following is as good
as any. Everyone had at least one mate. If you remember where your
mate came from, this could be a good starting point. All Editors of
local newspapers like letters of general interest that will appeal to their
readership. If you write a letter to your mates home town newspaper
and say roughly the following.

Dear Editor, Through the columns of your newspaper could you
help put me in contact with an old shipmate from your area. In nineteen
(ought splash) I served on board the frigate HMS Opossum. We were stationed
in (Far East, Home Fleet). My best mate was ‘?" (insert full name and official
number if known) who is believed to have come from (state the man’s hometown).

Now the next few sentences are where your full ingenuity comes into play. It is unnecessary to tell untruths but
you should mention some further details such as a shared experience. Don’t forget to include your name,
address and telephone number. If you have a photograph of your mate and maybe one of the Opossum (even




