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®® A MERRY GHRISTMAS YO ALL OUR READERS.

For our members on the other side of the world when the Spring, Summer
and Autumn issues are received that are always out of season, Christmas is
a universal anniversary so we are all of one. While my appeal for
useful/interesting Newsletter material has been disappointing, in fact
bordering on almost nil, what feast of good cheer has this bumper
Christmas Newsletter got in store? The stalwart Willie Mitchell has
something positive to say about this lack of the memberships response
when he sticks his oar in the pond airing his views and displays poetic
prowess that can be read on page 3.Peter Shore wrote in our Summer issue
an article 'Comparisons of Then and Now.' That compares some of to-
days servicemen, involved in so-called lengthy deployments etc, with
many of our naval forebears around Napoleonic times who endured
unimaginable hardships.Taking this point a stage further, I recently heard
on the radio the folk singer/comedian Tony Capstick's doing his 'E they
don't know they're born today.' On page 7 see more about the singer and
the song. Tony Blackler gives on page 9 an insight into the ship builders
Denny Bros of Dumbarton constructors of HMS Opossum. There's alse a
double helping of Shipmates humour.

In every issue during the last five years the Wyb Madity column has
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appeared. For his twentieth naval story he writes about the Pearl River incident when in September 1953
a Hong Kong naval gunboat came under fire from a Chinese Communist warship. Regular contributor
Sam Short provides a poem 'Nostalgic Memories of Home' about the shantytown at Causeway Bay Hong
Kong. In addition he mentions a run ashore in Japan at Kamakura to see the giant Buddha. Also includad
is a poem by Statesman William Pitt (1759-1806) about those unhappy folk ashore. In my 'Visiting Old
Mates.' many may remember their own flights during the 1950's to and from the Far East.

Concluding are several pages of photographs, no apology that most are from the 1954-56 commission.

This just might prompt members to be seen in theirs.

@ A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR YO0 ALL. @



