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= A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our members 3
_ % and their families. A time of peace and good will to all men =
&Y, -“'.'-u s %-ﬂ',
The Roll of Honour story that lasted several weeks was less of a subject and more one of argument.
The seemingly minor problem mushroomed into a major issue being distorted from a lack of
communication and misunderstanding that almost prevented a solution. Democracy prevailed with
three quarters of the membership returning their Postal Votes that resolved the problem. The votes
were 21 to 31 in favour of all names who have crossed the bar from HMS Opossum's five
commissions whether a member or not being included in our Newsletter Roll of Honour.
The only casualty was the resignation of our Chairman Stan Oldfield who has held the post since
the inception of our Association in 1994. We thank him for all his effort and guidance over the
years and extend to him and his family health and happiness for the future.

Our new Chairman designate is Tom Tolson. While he has recently undergone major abdominal
surgery we all wish him a speedy recovery.

We have two new members who have joined our ranks, Tony Draycott of the 1952-54 commission
and Gary Holmes a Coder national serviceman who joined Opossum in January 1955 and left in
June 1956 thereby bridging two commissions.

[ did intend standing down as your Secretary and Newsletter editor after my illness on returning
from holiday in September. But I have decided to try and carry on until our reunion in May. I am
still in full time employment six days a week and intend carrying on. Balancing the day job with
the Association's activities is slowly taking its toll. If any member would like to take over the
positions of Secretary and Newsletter editor they have six months to prepare themselves.

To keep our little band together is a worthwhile task. While there's a lot of work trying to keep
tabs on everything from correspondence to preparing the Newsletter for publication the satisfaction
in doing the best you can for the benefit of others is immeasurable.




Shipmate John Jones recently wrote referring to Mutinies, a past subject in our Newsletter. He had
come across a book in his local library by Dudley Pope entitled "The Black Ship" This features a
mutiny on board HMS Hermione in 1797. John says, "The inhumane way the crew were treated
beggar’s belief. I hope as many Opossum Association members as possible can read this book.
And we all believed we had it rough, says John!!"

This Newsletter is a bumper edition of twenty pages; among the features are the first and last
Opossum commissions. My thanks to all contributors. To all who have sent in material that has not
so far been used my apologies see what I can do in the Spring.

£ A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HEALYHY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR YO ALL. &
CORRESPONDENCE

Letters have been received from:- John Jones, Tom Tolson (3), Peter Shore, Tony Draycott, Dick
Wright (2), Ted Longstaff, Ian Janes, Spike Hughes (2), Stan Oldfield (2), Gary Holmes, Arthur
Harris (2), Ken Heap (2), Mike Swayne (2), Sam Short, Nick Whytock, Bill Davis, Dave Landeg,
Ron Hare and 52 replies to the Postal vote.

ACCOUNTS

Income £1,594.11

Expenses to date £ 515.93

Balance £1,078.18

ROLL OF HONOUR

John C Cartwright John Eardley Willmot Ronald Bradley
Albert Corless Les Wood Harry (Scouse) Barlow
Bob Gray David Jarvis Ken Harris
John Williams George Scott Harry Roach
Reg Parker Pat Norman Fred Thomton
Gordon Fletcher Ivan C Haskell Fred (Mick) Bodel
George H Richards Fred King John Davison
George Curry Sid Pemberton Stephen Hart
George Brown CIliff Harthill Jack Marshall
Arthur Pope Stewart Porter Dick (Ginger) Bird
Jackie Scholes Les Dimmock John Bray
Cornelius(Scouse)Canon Jim Tribe Doug Banks
Harry Wollams Pete Maddox

President: Rear Adm D J Mackenzie

Chairman (Designate): Tom Tolson, 41 Park Road, Earlsheaton. Dewsbury. WF12 8BE
(01924 454874)

Secretary/Editor: Eddie Summerfold, 28 Greymont Road, Limefield, Bury, Lancs. BL9 6PN
(0161-764-8778)

Treasurer: Alan Percival, Pennine View, Moss Nook, Plumpton, Ulverston, Cumbria.

LA12 7QL (01229-588005)

Website: www.hmsopossum.org



THE JUTLAND CONTROVERSY
Of the fight that rumbled on long after the action
By Wyb Madity

You are invited to an unusual boxing contest where the Queensberry Rules are not in force. There
is no ring or for that matter a referee. The competitors never meet glove to glove, but the views of
their respective supporters do all the counter punching imaginable, often below the belt. Public
bare knuckle fights lasted until one boxer had had enough, this contest lasted well over half a
century. Just when one or other seemed down and out his supporters would rally him to continue.

Admiral Jellicoe Admiral Beatty

Readers may recall in this column, the Newsletter of autumn 1999 that featured The Battle of
Jutland. To recap: the battle in May 1916 was between the Royal Navy and the German High Seas
Fleet who staged the biggest all big gun action that took place off the coast of Jutland in the North
Sea. The Royal Navy had the bigger fleet, whose capital ships had larger calibre guns, why they
allowed the Germans to escape and had not routed them, was the cause of a bitter controversy.
First a look at the contestants. Admiral John Rushworth Jellicoe (1859-1935) was 57 years old, of
small stature a welter-weight, but with many attributes. With Jellicoe what you saw was what you
got, just a professional. In the blue corner was Vice Admiral David Beatty (1871-1936) a light
heavy weight, six footer, with a longer reach, twelve years younger than the C-in-C, an
individualist, with panache and a great hero with the popular press, very manipulative and devious
with an Achilles heel he was most anxious to protect.

By the Armistice in November 1918 Jellicoe had been retired, while Beatty went from C-in-C to
the top RN job of First Sea Lord. At the pinnacle of his fame, Beatty had taken the surrender of
the German Fleet at the Firth of Forth; a grateful government awarded him £100, 000, at least a
£million in today's terms and the Sovereign showered him with decorations.

But the so called Jutland controversy, "that the RN failed to win because Jellicoe had been too
cautious or that Beatty's gunnery had been so bad he'd lost two battle -cruisers,” wouldn't die down.
Parliament demanded a full unexpurgated account of the battle, the Admiralty instructed Captain
Harper to compile a report due to be published in the autumn of 1919. Mysteriously the report
failed to appear, this would expose the shortcoming of Beatty's battle-cruisers!

Beatty ducks and weaves and has Jellicoe on the ropes.

A year later the "Jutland Dispatches" was published a camouflage of technical details also extolling
how good the battle-cruisers performed. A straight left from Beatty. Further appeals by other
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Admirals for the Harper report to be published to remove the smear on Jellicoe and reduce the
ludicrous adulation accompanied the mere mention of Beatty's name. More body blows from him.
In 1924 the "Narrative of the Battle of Jutland" appeared. A grateful Admiralty permitted Jellicoe
to counter some statements but on publication refuted his contentions. An uppercut from his
former employers!

Jellicoe on the canvas, nearly down and out.

But he is helped to his feet in 1925 by the German Official History of the action giving the true
facts of Beatty's failure, that he inflicted little damage and was almost driven from the field of
battle. Straight left from Jellicoe.

And now an inter-round summary from W. Barrington Dolby the well known BBC radio
commentator. Beatty the younger contestant is winning by ten points to Jellicoe's eight, but after
earlier punishment he is staging a recovery. Further aided by two publications "The Truth about
Jutland" (1927) written by Captain Harper, whose earlier report was suppressed by Beatty and the
"Jutland Scandal" (1930). Beatty on the ropes. But he rallies, when the Daily Express report on an
interview purporting to be with the German C-in-C Admiral Scheer. Further supported by an
article in the Sunday Express by Filson Young (Beatty's press Secretary) a masterpiece of
inaccuracies. Jellicoe back on the ropes. But a few dabs with the magic sponge 1934 "The Riddle
of Jutland" and Holloway's, an American appreciation, "Battle of Jutland" (1935) gave less
adoration to Beatty and an understanding of Jellicoe's fleet movements.

Points equally divided. Then on the eve of the Second World War Corbetts "Naval Operations vol
111 (Jutland)" was published. This re-emphasised that Beatty's action wasn't as good as first thought
and that Jellicoe had not received from the Admiralty the intercepted German signals but that he
had done the best he could under difficult circumstances.

Now Beatty is on the ropes.

Things didn't improve for him with the (1957) "Jutland" by Donald Macintyre. While Professor
Marder in his (1966) "From the Dreadnought to Scapa Flow"(Jutland and After) refused to take
sides. Perhaps it is left to Captain Stephen Roskill (Britain's official naval historian of WWII) in his
book "Admiral of the Fleet Earl Beatty" (1981) to have the final word on our contest. Beatty did
possess "charismatic qualities" was often compared to Nelson as a modern naval hero, he was also
a bounder who manipulated actions to perpetuate himself as the most popular and heroic Admiral
in the eyes of the Navy and the man in the street. While Jellicoe distrusted the Press, Beatty
embraced the medium and made full use to advance his cause. The boxing contest may seem
mythical but for over fifty years during the 20th century it was very real. Who won Jellicoe or
Beatty, a draw would be a favourable result that's until the next publication on the subject directs
otherwise.

In the next issue: - A Naval Intelligence Coup- The Zimmerman Telegraph Affair
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HMS OPOSSUM the First Commission
By Arthur Harris

HMS Opossum leaving Denny's yard Dumbarton May 1945

Our ships company consisted of wartime personnel and many inexperienced members. After
damage control training at Stamshaw Camp Portsmouth and gunnery training at Whale Island we
were mustered at RNB Portsmouth, and then dispatched by troop train to Glasgow. We spent the
night at DEMS barracks Govan joining the ship next morning at Denny Bros. yard at Dumbarton.
We commissioned HMS Opossum on Monday 28th May 1945. Lieutenant Commander Hollins in
command. We did trials off Helensburgh where the Denny Brown stabilizers provided the talking
point that could roll the ship from scupper to scupper in the calmest of waters. In heavy seas, due
to the unusual motion, this equipment could causes seasickness amongst the hardiest of sailors. On
acceptance we left for Tobermory in the Western Isles for working up exercises. There was one
pub but it was out of bounds! Then it was off to Portland and Portsmouth for anti-submarine
training. During this period the two atomic bombs were dropped and soon after the 2nd World
War came to an end. On the 5th October a huge crowd of one relative and two dockyard maties
bade us farewell, our destination the Far East, date of return unknown. We realized that our tour
could be the traditional three years. Once out of harbour we rescued a crew of an MFV and
returned them shore side. We also dispatched a floating mine by small arms fire. During the trip to
Gibraltar the ship experienced a loss of engine power, later repaired by the ships engineers. At
Malta we anchored in Grand harbour. We carried out gunnery exercises off a small island when
firing "a hot gun" caused a few hearing problems. Then onto Port Said. Swimming was allowed in
the Med, quite an experience. On arrival we moored stern to which greatly assisted shoe shine
boys to come on board. Through the canal, at Port Suez a couple of men were sent home for
medical reasons. Through the extremely hot Red Sea. Funnel smoke wafted by a following wind
made the engineering branch almost unconscious down below. No air conditioning and only one
tap of cold water; it was the accepted standard of the day. Refuelled at Aden, then on to Colombo.
Moored alongside HMS Northway, a ship collided with the bow. Hopes nearly dashed for some
shore leave until a native dockie on a small raft cut a plate and patched the hole. Next call Penang
Malaya where we had our first real experience of a tropical town. A night spot called City Lights
was the main attraction. Through suspected minefields we went to Singapore. But no shore leave
as the city was devastated and no supplies available. Storage of fresh vegetables was on deck and
deteriorated rapidly. Then an enforced call at Kudat, British North Borneo, our fresh water tanks
had become contaminated with salt water causing engine problems. A tremendous tropical storm
saved the day when all hands gathered 14 tons of water from awnings and any other place water
gathered. Afterwards we were informed that the water should have been chlorinated but as no one
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