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ith the winter receding summer can’t be long off CONTENTS
and the eighth reunion is just around the comer. For
the HMS OPOSSUM F33 Reunion we would like

the biggest turnout ever, health permitting. Any Chairman”s COMMENIS ....oo.ooovvevreeeieereenes Page 2
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apologies to me by 1" May. (AGM Agenda enclosed, also Roll of Honour ............cco..e. ..Page 3

revised Membership List). Sterling work of the Liberty Ships Page 4
If you are leaving things to the last minute now is the time to | Group Photographs (1) oo »-Ai:‘dt!t‘ 3
contact our reunion venue. Telephone the reception, Trecarn 2:::?:’;\:&3:‘:"32 ("’) """""""""""""""""" pjgfg’
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and worth every penny. A little Humour ge 14
At last years reunion the idea of member’s personal profile, Rib Ticklers, Drinkers Prayer, And Finally Page 15
with photographs was enthusiastically adopted. Our Chairman, Stan Oldfield has something to say on this matter in
Chairman’s Comments. In this issue are a further four pages of shipmates personal profiles.
So far [ have yet to receive feed back from anyone on my promotion to increase our membership as outlined in the
Christmas Newsletter. My own try was writing to some South Wales newspapers searching for an old mate Di
Llandegg. He served on the Opossum later transferring to the Mounts Bay at Simontown. While we were never
shipmates in the accepted word, we met up in 1959 at Devonport gunnery school. While Di was studying a CA
course, I was doing one on Fire Control. Being mess mates. free of duties and having some cash we would set off at
weekends on the 400 mile round trip aboard my Matchless motor cycle for his home in Mountain Ash, South Wales,
happy days. On 8" January my letter was published in the Cynon Valley Leader and as a result I received three
phone calls and a letter giving his address in New Zealand. I have written to him outlining our association and
inviting him to be a member. If and when he’s over here we would be delighted to have him join us at our reunions.
This method works of finding old shipmates.
Over the Christmas period our deputy Chairman Tom Tolson and I engaged in some friendly rivalry over the
telephone regarding which commission, his 1952~54 or mine 1954~56, had the best Opossum rugby team. Tom said
that Peter Shore had all the details of just how successful their team was. Sure enough Peter replied not only with a
mass of text but two floppy disks, plus several photographs fully labelled with names. The results of all this
information and their commission’s sporting claim to fame can be seen elsewhere in this issue. If your commission
could boast of similar sporting prowess. 1 would be pleased to hear from you.
Also would members please note we now have a new Internet website to be found at the top of this page.
Incidentally, many thanks for all your Christmas cards, they were appreciated.

Ed.




STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Income £1212.26

Expenses £656.46

Balance £555.80
CORRESPONDENCE

Received from:-Graham Elford, Ted Bruford, Ken Carson, Mrs F Davison, lan Criddle (naval studies librarian
Plymouth Library), Tom Tolson, John Owen (2), Roy Cope (2), Les Evans, Lewis Trinder (3), Ron & Kathie
Hare, Jim Finch, Walt (Brum) Lewis, Willie Mitchell, Les & Marion Evans, Mike Cole, Rosemary Corless,
Ken & Doris Slater, John McCarron, Ian Janes, Tony Blacker, Dick & Mollie Jay, Stan Oldfield, Sam Short,
Ron Brookes, Rear Admiral Mackenzie, Jack Marshall, W (Spike) Hughes, Alan Percival (2), Dennis Woods.
Margaret Williams, Keith Merrick, Harry Catterson, Marina Fletcher and Sam Edgar.

Letters written: - thirty-six.

CHAIRMANS COMMENTS

. Hope everyone had a good time over Christmas and New Year. I think one of our shipmates
up North (Willie M) was more than likely doing the Australian crawl in one of the distillery
vats. (Just joking Willie).

The Agenda for the 2002 Annual General Meeting is enclosed with this Newsletter. One of
the important items is any other business. Shipmates wishing to make suggestions or
complaints must be in writing and in the hands of our Secretary at by 1*' May. This will
enable the committee to have answers ready available at the AGM.

I noted in the Christmas Newsletter that Eddie is still waiting for shipmates to send in their
personal profiles. So let your hair down and don’t be shy. The little biographies show we
progressed and have survived since our Service days. Were we all much younger and back in
the Far East we could all write a book. This is not needed just answering some simple questions and supplying
then and now photographs. Many of our membership have yet to send in their profiles. If your name is among
the following this applies to you.

Harry Armstrong, Ron Blundy, Bill Bolton, Bill Bovey, Ron Brookes, Tom Carter, Harry Catterson, John
Clerk, Mike Cole, Roy Cope, Stan Craven, Peter Davies, Graham Elford, Doug Goulding, Geoff Hale, Cliff
Harthill, Brian Healey, Dick Jay, Walter (Brum) Lewis, Rear Admiral Mackenzie, John McCarron, Keith
Merrick, Bill Parsons, Jim Payne, Arthur Pope, Bill Price, Bert Rimmer, Sam Short, Ken Slater, Dennis Wood.
Roy Wood.

All it needs is a little writing and a postage stamp.

Eddie is making one hell of a good job as secretary so keep your info flowing. Time to charge the batteries.
Good health to all.

Stan

N.B.
OPOSSUM REUNION

A reminder: - don’t forget to bring raffle prizes

As usual we intend to hold a raffle immediately after the Saturday evening banquet. Last year fifty-two prizes
were on offer.
See if we can do better this year.

Ed.
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HMS Opossum (U33) at Hong Kong, December 1945 (courtesy Roy Slingsby)

John C Cartwright
Albert Corless
Bob Gray

John Williams
Reg Parker
Gordon Fletcher
George H Richards
George Curry

HMS Opossum (F33) off the Korean coast 1953

ROLL OF HONOUR

John Eardley Willmot Ronald Bradley

Les Wood Harry (Scouse) Barlow
David Jarvis Ken Harris

George Scott Harry Roach

Pat Norman Fred Thorton

Ivan C Haskell Fred (Mick) Bodel
Fred King John Davison

Sid Pemberton

WE WILL REMEMBER THEN ALL







