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SPRING NEWSLETTER 2003 1945-58

elcome to the Spring Newsletter with our next reunion only

weeks away on the 16th - 19th May at the Trecarn Hotel,

Babbacombe, Torquay. If you are leaving booking to the last
minute now is the time to give the hotel a ring on 01803-329292.
Chances are our allocation of rooms will be fully taken but I have been
informed that extra rooms have been made available. Otherwise try
nearby Anchorage Hotel 01803 — 325175 or Foxlands Hotel 01803-
328072 and 313027. Last year for those victualled at outside
accommodation the Trecarn Hotel levied a charge of £16.50 for the
Saturday evening banquet meal.

In the January issue of the Navy News our reunion featured with
others for the month of May. Soon I received four phone calls from
interested ex-Opossum who expressed a wish to join us at Babbacombe
these contacts are all from the submarine Opossum (see photograph
page 12). Since last years AGM resolution that hence forward our
association would be open to all who served on Opossum, whether
frigate or submarine, all newcomers would be most welcome.

So far I haven’t received any feedback from the membership to my
proposal outlined in the Christmas Newsletter in looking for a likely
venue for the 2004 reunion. To give some idea of forward planning,
twelve months may seem a long time ahead, but the Trecarn Hotel has
naval reunion bookings for 2007! Associations desire particular dates so
advanced notification is required. This year’s reunion was booked two
years ago in 2001.

In this issue will be found several members stories, four pages of
photographs, perhaps the last personal profile sent in by Tony Harris
and on the back page a rare photograph of H.M.S. Opossum. In addition
are some findings from the ditty box that might prompt other members
to look in theirs for similar items that could be of interest to all. Suitable
material for future editions is always invited. As usual send to:

Eddie Summerfold, 28 Greymont Road, Limefield,

BURY, LANCS BL9 6PN

Many thanks to all who sent Christmas greetings.

[ am sad to relate the passing on 11th November of Jack Marshall, a
very popular member who never failed to attend all our reunions. See in
memoriam on page 4.
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