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Editors Comments

Another reunion over and what a weekend it was, | am
sure that all those shipmates who attended really did
enjoy themselves. From the comments that | heard, it
was the best venue that we have had up 1o now. The
dedication of the H.M.S Opossum standard went off
without a hitch, thanks mainly to the excellent work and
organising of Peter Lockwood. An article on the
dedication is given a little later in this newsletter. The
venue for our 1989 reunion was decided at the AGM,
this being Scarborough. | hope to make it the first
weekend in May 1299, To help me | would appreciate
it if all shipmates would let me know A S.A.P whether or
not they think they will be attending, please co-operate
with me by not leaving it too late in leting me know.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.
Well shipmates another year another fiver is requested
from all shipmates who were not at the reunion or who
never coughed up when they were. You will appreciate
(I hope) that an association will not run on fresh air, if
you wish 1o keep on receiving newsletters etc then
please pay your dues, its only the cost of 2. 1/2 pints
after all, where eise could you get such good value for
money?

HMS Opossum inggg"ra] Golf Tournament 1998.
The golf tournament was played at the Teign Valley Golf
Club over a period of three days 18-20 May inclusive, a
very difficult course for someone still displaying their 'L
Plates’, after the 1st round the leader board stood as
thus:- 1. Stan (Olazabal) Oldfield, 2. Tom (Where's my
ball) Carter, 3. Tom ( Two ball) Tolson, 4. Harry (Birdie)
Catterson and bringing up the rear Willie (Frozen
shoulder) Mitchell. From the original eight entries only
five made it to the 1st tee. At the end of the second
round the leader board had changed slightly with only
Stan remaining unchallenged. It was only during the
final round that Harry (Birdie) Catterson found his swing
after much cussing (but with very littie luck).
Approaching the 18th tee Stan was still the leader with
Tom (Where's my ball) Carter lying second and yours
truly third. After a superb drive off the 18th tee Harry
was within about 30 yards from the flag and was down
the hole in 2more shots, with Tom Carter in a littie
trouble in the rough and consequently being relegated to
third place one point behind. The final positions were
as follows:- Winner. 96 points Stan (Olazabal) Oldfield,
RMJp 76 points Harry (Birdie) Catterson, 3rd 75 points
Tom (Where's my ball) Carter, 4th 49 points Willie
(Frozen shoulder) Mitchell with Tom (Two ball) Tolson in
final position with with 38 points. The winner received
his prize at the 19th hole and was presented with a lead

crystal silver plated rose bowl, with the two runners up
each receiving a boxed set of 4 golf balls which
incidently should see Tom Carter over the next two
holes that he plays. Many thanks to the shipmates
who took part in a very enjoyable game of golf in very
hot and difficult conditions. | hope that next year we
will have a few more shipmates taking part, | know that
a few of you do play, who knows we may have a
presidents cup or something to play for, all those
interested please let me know, all comments are
welcome.

BLOODY BIG THANK YOU

to you and all the committee - though on second
thoughts, this ought 1o go to the chairman....so if you
would give him a shout, no doubt on the 3rd hole with
his tenth putt having an upteenth pee...no....ah
well....pass on my message and tell him and everyone
that | had a most enjoyable time.

| know only too well the time, effart and heartache that
goes into organising a successful event - and | know it
is easy for everyone to stand up and clap when votes
of thanks are bandied around.

Thats the easy bit, but take it from me, a ot of
shipmates and their wives were impressed, and a lot of
it is due to you and your team.

Thank you again, and please give my regards to your
wife, and my sympathy to the chamman and hope his
wife rallies soon.

Two items overheard:-

1. My most attentive grandson was listening to his
mother carefully explaining the ceremony as it took
place most smoothly on Sunday moming in the drilf
shed. And when | went up 1o the rostrum to read the
lesson - he asked out loud "Is grandad going 10 be a
judge like the other man?". He had been shown a
picture of a judge at school and related the Chaplain
and his robes and white hair elc 1o a judge - and
thought that | was following suit!!!

Many thanks to shipmate Peter Shore for the above.

| would be very grateful for your comments on the
recent reunion and the dedication service of HM.S.
Opossum standard, do you think we received value for
money,? what were your emotions at the dedication,?
could there have been something else we could have
done to make it more successful,? for my part | think
all those shipmates who participated in the actual
ceremony did a first class and professional job
considering the amount of rehearsal time available.
Take a bow Sam, Peter, Willie, John and Stan.



H.M.S. OPOSSUM F33
Minutes of the AGM held at the Trecarn Hotel Babbacombe 16th May 1998

The meeting opened with “UP SPIRITS” with a toast proposed by shipmate Peter Lockwood to the Queen, our association
and absent friends.

A one minutes silence followed with all shipmates upstanding in memory of past shipmates who have crossed the ‘Bar’,
John C Cartwright- -John Eardley-Wilmott- -Ronald Bradley- -Albert Corless- -Les Wood- -Harry (Scouse) Barlow- -and
Bob Gray. We are sure there must be more shipmates who have left us, but as our Chairman says, we do not know with
any certainty who they are.

Shipmates attending their first reunion were then asked to stand and please give their names and commission which were
as follows:- John C Clark 1947- -Tom Tolson 1952 (after a bit of banter)- -Ron Blundy 1952- -Brian Healey 1956, with
guffaws from Harry Roach, Dick Jay 1954. A welcome to you all.

Apologies were received from Bill Bolton- -Bert Rimmer- -Jack Marshall- -Ken Slater- -Keith Merrick- -Ron Hare- -
George Swanwick- -Ivan C Haskell- -Ivor Williams- -Don Hedley and our president John Mackenzie. A number of ‘Get
Well’ cards are to be passed around for those who were too ill to attend, all shipmates present will be able to sign these.
Keith Merrick, Ron Hare and Adm Mackenzie all send their best regards and hope to attend our next reunion in 1999,
The Chairman went on to say :- I would like you all to put your hands together and give a vote of thanks to Harry for the
work that he has done, it is not an easy job considering that he had a mild stroke in January gone. Thanks were also given
to all the committee members who attended the Trecam Hotel in January at their ‘Showcase Weekend’ where the facilities
were given the once over, this was very beneficial in respect to our date with the Trecam in May, these members were
named as:- Stan Oldfield, Harry Catterson, Sam Edgar and Peter Lockwood, members present showed their appreciation
with applause.

The subject of Eden camp was brought up and Stan gave a description of what to expect if you were to visit, the camp is
situated at Malton N Yorks just through Pickering. A model of HMS Opossum which was donated by Rosemary Corless
is on show there in a theme about the war in Korea, hut 13 is where the exhibit for the Korean war is staged and will be
fully functional by 1999. For those who attend the next reunion at Scarborough a 30 minute car ride is all that is required
to reach Eden camp, Willie Mitchell (who else?)enquired whether there was a bar situated in the camp, YES was the
answer.

The secretary/treasurer then read out a letter from the Federation of Naval Associations who were asking for a donation
towards setting up their exhibition which was to be held in Portsmouth during the Festival of the Sea (Navy Days), after
some discussion, even though we are members of this association, the motion to make a donation was defeated.

A transaction report was then passed around which covered from Jan 1st 1998, total assets at this moment in time stand at
£499.70. A motion was passed to record in the minutes, 100% support for Harrys work and a wonderful effort.
Treasurers report accepted. Next on the agenda was the venue for next years reunion, after a lengthy discussion it was
proposed by Tom Tolson that Scarborough be the destination for the 1999 reunion and that the committee find the hotel
best suited, Scarborough was carried unanimously.

Election of the committee:- The chairman asked shipmates present whether they wanted a change of committee, Peter
Shore proposed that we re-elect the committee en-bloc, this motion was seconded by Lewis Trinder and passed.

The floor was then given to shipmate Peter Lockwood who was to inform everyone present, the procedure regarding the
dedication of our standard. It was also proposed that shipmate Mike Cole be made the first life member of our association
for the savings in cost which he had acheived in obtaining the neccessary items required to complete the standard, this was
proposed by Peter Lockwood and was carried unanimously. It was then that shipmates were selected for various duties at
the dedication service. Standard bearer Sam Edgar, Escorts shipmates Maurice Wood and Harry Roach, Presenter
shipmate Stan Craven, Collectors during the service,shipmates Willie Mitchell and John McCarron, and finally the lesson
to be read by shipmate Peter Shore. On completion of the service everyone would retire to the Senior Rates Mess of HMS
Drake for refreshments during which a presentation from HMS Opossum association would be made by our chairman to
the president of the mess and this was reciprocated with the presentation of a plaque of HMS Drake to Stan our chairman.
Any other business:- The secretary asked the question of how our standard would be transported in the event of it being
required elsewhere, Sam Edgar volunteered to make sure that this would be no problem and that he would see that it was
sent to wherever it was needed. It was also noted that the HMS Opossum association standard be insured owing to the
high cost of a replacement should this be neccessary. Harry our secretary will put this into operation, the cost which I
believe is in the region of £10.00 per annum. There being no further business the meeting closed at 14.16hrs.






