[

www.opossumf33. Eddie Summerfold
freeserve.co.uk 28 Greymont Road
Limefield
President: Bury, Lancs
Rear Adm D.J. Mackenzie BL9 6PN
CB 0616-764-8778
Chairman:

S/M Stan Oldfield

HMS OPOSSUM F33

NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2001 1945-58

First welcome to our Summer Newsletter. More than six months have gone by since our last
edition and much has happened in the meanwhile. The outstanding event took place on 18™-
20™ May at the Trecarn Hotel, Babbacombe in Devon when we held our most successful
Opossum Association reunion.

Forty-two were present for our A.G.M.
Peter Shore did a good job reading the
naval verse. This was followed by the
reading out of shipmates who have
crossed the bar. Sam Edgar then gave
five apologies John Mackenzie, Walter
(Brum) Lewis, Graham Elford, Roy
Cope and George Swanwick. The
Association was very pleased to
welcome four new members Harry
Armstrong, Bill Bovey, Steve Hart and
Ken Philips. Harry Catterson read the
revenue report accepted and carried. He
was thanked for his work and patience
The Saturday evening reunion banquet over the past Six pIUS years before
his permanent move to live in Spain. The suggested venue for the 2002 reunion was opened
to members four possible suggestions emerged. North Wales received three votes, Great
Yarmouth four votes, Portsmouth twelve votes and the most return to the Trecarn Hotel by
twenty-four votes. (Someone voted twice Ed.) Proposes by J Clark and seconded by Tom
Tolson. This booking has now been confirmed and further details will be given in the
Autumn issue.




Committee Members 2001-2002

Chairman...........cceeevveineincnnnnnnn. S/M Stan Oldfield
Vel CHRAEN < covcvsasamsmavsasaven S/M Tom Tolson
Secretary/Newsletter editor............ S/M Eddie Summerfold
TTEESURE o vvucmnnnisipievsseivaniin S/M Alan Percival
Standard bearer...............ccceeennn.. S/M Sam Edgar
S/M Lewis Trinder

Chairman’s remarks:-

Congratulations to all our members for making the seventh reunion such a success. You all
did yourselves proud. A great effort of fifty-two raffle prizes (Willie Mitchell won half of
them!) I would just like to say I am very proud to be a member of the H.M.S. Opossum
Association.

We have one promotion. For the outstanding proposing and seconding at the battle of the
AGM on the 19" May. Very ordinary seaman John Clark will be known forthwith as a fully-
fledged able seaman.

The Sunday outing to Exeter was a great success and enjoyed by all shipmates, ladies and
guests. This was due to S/M Mike Cole who did all the organising, well done Mike. Once
again my best wishes to Harry and his wife and hope all goes well with their move to Spain.
My personal thanks for all his hard work over seven years, good luck shipmate. Finally the
golfers had two good days even with four of us. Tom Carter, where’s my ball. Harry, oh
dear I've made a bad shot. (You can believe that if you want to!!!?) Formula One driver
Willie Mitchell. Lastly, won again Stan Oldfield who enjoyed the company most of all.

Take care everyone, Stan.

A word from Harry Catterson.

It was with much regret that I had to resign from the posts of Secretary/treasurer and
Newsletter editor tasks I had carried out since the inception of the Opossum association. It
was the only decision I could come to, there was no possibility that I could carry on with
these duties whilst living in Spain. With some fresh blood and new thinking at the helm
maybe we can go on to bigger and better things. I would like to thank all the shipmates who
contributed to the collection on my behalf on leaving the above mentioned posts, it was very
much appreciated and the money will be put to good use. (At the moment I am considering
what to use the money for.) I may well purchase something for my new home in Spain where
it will be a constant reminder of all my shipmates from Opossum. Some of you already know
that I am hoping to move to Spain in August/September into a rented properly until my new
house is finished in March. I will keep in touch with developments and when I have finally
settled in anyone in the Costa Blanca area will be will be welcome to visit.

Many thanks shipmates, all best wishes to you and your wives/girlfriends and families.

Harry

For the next few months Harry can be contacted at 32 Foz Howe, Coulby Newham,
Middlesborough TS8 ORU Tel:- 01642-276725



