SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2004 19451958

Welcome to our Summer Newsletter. Despite some apprehension Opossum shipmates gathered for
our eleventh reunion at The County Hotel Llandudno during the weekending 23rd-26th April 2004.
Previously the secretary had a meeting with the hotel manager Andy Travis to go over requirements
for our AGM, Saturday banquet meal and the Sunday raffle. With the breakfast cleared away on
Saturday morning our reunion banner prominently displayed, a notice board of Opossum ships
company photographs, most importantly the tables set out in traditional style and laid, the weekend
really came alive and had all the hall marks for a success. All was now in place for the banquet
meal to begin at 7.30pm. Before noon the secretary presented the hotel management with our ships
crest. Then dressed in blazers and flannels, we all assembled in the ball room, to hold our AGM.
Each member had a five page agenda. Chairman Stan Oldfield opened proceedings immediately
we held "Up spirits." The Association extended a warm welcome to our new member Charles (Fez)
Parker of the 1957 commission.
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Reunion 2004, members and guests of HMS Opossum Association
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Sam Edgar read Alfred Lord Tennyson's "Crossing the Bar" followed by the reading of names of 32
departed shipmates, "Two Minutes" silence followed.

Eddie Summerfold read the list of 33 apologies. The Chairman then gave a short address, thanking
those present for their attendance and the members of the committee for their hard work over the
past twelve months. The Secretary's report followed. Treasurer Alan Percival outlined the current
healthy state of the Association funds compared with twelve months ago. As well as last year's
increase in subscriptions and additional donations the major achievement has been in trimming the
Newsletter costs from £3.85.a copy to £1.50. About a year ago Alan bought a computer and this is
used in preparing the typescript for printing of each Newsletter edition. The working cost of the
Association for 2003-04 was £960.50.

On the subject of next years reunion the Secretary proposed that the Association endorse the
confirmation of the County Hotel for the weekend 6th-9th May 2005. He emphasised that many
hotels across the country offer naval reunion weekends but obtaining dates in May, avoiding the
bank holidays, were not easy to come by. The floor accepted the proposal. Any other business
items included one from Sam Edgar who asked if any member would any like to take on his duties
as standard bearer, there were no takers, Sam agreed to continue with his duties. A second request
(Tony Blackler) asked to have E-Mail addresses included with the membership list. While this was
accepted last year few if any had sent in details (Ed.) This is now being amended as members come
forward with their details. At 1.15pm the Chairman called an end to the meeting. Subscriptions for
2004-05 were taken.

At 7pm all members attended photo call on the steps of the hotel, kindly organised by John Owen.
(See previous page) The hotel's Wallace Arnold guests having completed their dinner by this time,
gave the Association the exclusive use of the dining room, where 67 attended. In the presence of
our President, Rear Admiral John Mackenzie Rtd. all stood as Sam Edgar brought in the Opossum
Standard. After the 7 course banquet meal our President gave a short speech including a couple of
anecdotes of today's Royal Navy and mentioning especially the small sea going complement of
very efficient female officers and ratings. He concluded by congratulating the committee for an
equally efficient Association and his pride on being President. Next morning in the hotel ball room
the Association held a very successful raffle, conducted by Sam Edgar in under 40 minutes, with 55
quality prizes that raised £238 for the funds. For Sunday lunch most members went to the
Llandudno Royal Naval Association club. As usual lucky Willie Mitchell won the first playing card
bingo session but the top prize of £28 went to Nick and Pat Whytock. Most had a quiet Sunday
evening making their way homewards after Monday breakfast. Everyone I spoke to had an
enjoyable time and looked forward to returning next year.

Our next reunion will be 6th-9th May 2005 at the County Hotel Llandudno. Booking forms
enclosed.

WILL ALL ABSENT MEMBERS PLEASE SEND THEIR £10 SUBSCRIPTIONS, for 2004-
2005, to me:- (please don't send cash)

(Eddie Summerfold 28, Greymont Road, Limefield, BURY, LANCS BL9 6PN)

A.S.A.P. AT THE VERY LASTEST BY THE END OF JUNE. Please make out cheques/postal
orders to HMS OPOSSUM ASSOCIATION. A receipt will be issued, sent with the Newsletter.

President: Rear Adm D J Mackenzie

Chairman: S/M Stan Oldfield, 11 Kingsley Place, Dunston, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear.

NE11 9AU (0191-460-0933)

Secretary/Editor: Eddie Summerfold, 28 Greymont Road, Limefield, Bury, Lancs. BL9 6PN
(0161-764-8778)

Treasurer: Alan Percival, Pennine View, Moss Nook, Plumpton, Ulverston, Cumbria.

LA12 7QL (01229-588005)

Website: www.hmsopossum.org
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CORRESPONDENCE

Letters have been received from the following:- Stewart Coltherd (2), Bill Price, Joe Gornall, Tony
Blackler, Sam Edgar, Ron Brookes, Brian Healey, John Clark, Tom Quirk, Harry Catterson (2).
Harry Armstrong, Keith Merrick, Stan Oldfield, Charles (Fez) Parker, Doug Goulding, Alister
Hunter Blair, John Mackenzie, Nick Whytock, John Owen, Tony Harris, Tom Tolson, John Jones,
Willie Mitchell, Jim Finch, Ian Janes, Roy Wood, Lewis Trinder (2), Sam Short, John Blair (2),
Ken Carson, Ken Hodgkin, Dick Wright, Joe Howes, Graham Elford, Jim Payne, Roy Cope, Ken
Heap (2), George Swanwick, Arthur Harris, Cyril Mason, Tom Quirk, Alister Hunter Blair, Charles
Parker, Margaret Pope, Ron Blundy and Pamela Porter.

ACCOUNTS
Income £ 1,340.11
Expenses £ 110.00
Cheques £ 117.00
Balance £ 1,567.11

CHAIRMAN'S COMMENTS

On arrival at Llandudno I had my doubts regarding our choice of venue. But as the weekend
progressed I received a number of compliments in the hotel's favour. Their staff proved very
helpful and accommodating. Can I also take this opportunity to thank all shipmates who assisted
the committee through out the weekend, your help is appreciated. I thought the high point of the
weekend was our banquet dinner on Saturday evening. When after the excellent seven course meal
our President D.J. Mackenzie Rear Admiral Rtd. delivered his usual professional speech. My
apologies for not attending the Sunday morning raffle draw and the lunch time visit to the local
RNA. As most shipmates know I intended to stand down as your Chairman in favour of my deputy
Tom Tolson who, because of personal circumstances, could not attend this year’s reunion.
Shipmate Harry Armstrong's wife Pat purchased a card signed by many members. I hear Willie
Mitchell was in form again winning most of the raffle prizes. Welcome to our new member
Charles Parker and his wife. Finally my sincere thanks to committee member's Eddie Summerfold,
Alan Percival and Sam Edgar for their hard work throughout the year and especially during our
reunion.

Regards
Stan.

ROLL OF HONOUR
John C Cartwright John Eardley Willmot Ronald Bradley
Albert Corles s Les Wood Harry (Scouse) Barlow
Bob Gray David Jarvis Ken Harris
John Williams George Scott Harry Roach
Reg Parker Pat Norman Fred Thornton
Gordon Fletcher Ivan C Haskell Fred (Mick) Bodel
George H Richards Fred King John Davison
George Curry Sid Pemberton Stephen Hart
George Brown CIliff Harthill Jack Marshall

Arthur Pope Stewart Porter



4
AID TO CIVIL POWER
By Wyb Madity
One of the cornerstones of the Royal Navy has been the help given to states and countries in many
parts of the world who have suffered some catastrophe. Hurricane, flood or riot, officers and

ratings from Royal Naval ships have been on the spot to help restore services and help townships
regain some form of normality.

Messina earthquake 1908 ratings carry the injured. Officers survey the damage

In February 1931 the survey ship HMS Veronica lay alongside at Napier, Hawkes Bay New
Zealand. Suddenly the ship shook violently at the start of ten days of seismic activity. On deck
sailors saw Bluff Hill sliding down to the sea cracking roads apart and toppling houses. One
moment the sea level beneath the keel rose ten feet the next retreated as the mooring wires parted,
only the fibre hawsers prevented the ship from keeling over. When the waters settled Veronica was
aground. As soon as possible the Captain radioed Devonport Naval Yard Auckland, "Serious
earthquake Napier. All communications destroyed, medical assistance urgently required.” Within
hours the cruisers Dunedin and Diomede loaded with medical stores, a large volunteer party and
eleven doctors and seventeen nurses got under way for Hawkes Bay. They arrived twenty-four
hours later. Despite further earth shaking's men from the Navy joined by merchant seaman from
two vessels who had moved to safe anchorages worked together digging out the injured, fighting
numerous fires and began to restore road and rail communication. The industrial area of Hastings
lost over a hundred dead while Napier had nearly twice as many. Scores of injured were treated on
board the naval ships.

Yet it's the Mediterranean where most earthquake damage seems to occur, by good fortune an area
well known to ships of the Royal Navy. After earth tremors at Khalkidiki on the north-east coast of
Greece in September 1932 swept away villages and produced land slides demolishing roads and
bridges requiring a sea-borne rescue expedition. This was mounted by the battleships Queen
Elizabeth, Revenge, Resolution and Royal Oak along with the Forth Destroyer Flotilla. Royal
Naval working parties put stores ashore, set up makeshift hospitals and reception centres for the
bewildered and demoralized survivors. More than five hundred had been killed and over two
thousand injured. Later the President of the Greek Republic sent King George V messages of
thanks for this humanitarian work and presented a number of decorations to the officers and men
engaged.
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A relief expedition on a much larger scale in August 1953 was mounted by HM Ships Bermuda,
Gambia, Daring, Wrangler, Wakeful and Forth together with HMNZ Black Prince, RFA Spaburn
and RASC water carrier Spalake when the Ionian islands of Ithace, Cephalonia and Zante were
struck by earthquakes. Naval vessels of the USA, Israeli and Greek navies also participated.

Yet the biggest exercise involving the Royal Navy was the very destructive earthquake that took
place at Messina, Sicily in the early hours of December 28th 1908. (See photographs on the
previous page) Within twenty-five seconds over 150,000 were killed and three times as many
injured. The extent of relief can be shown in that British, American, French, Greek, German,
Italian, Russian naval ships took part. The armoured cruiser HMS Sutlej, a Boys training ship, was
the first at the scene closely followed by Exmouth, Lancaster, Minerva, Duncan and Euryalus. In
all the Royal Navy provided ten ships and over 5,000 men, medical aid, tons of stores and
equipment as well as a lot of practical help. Petty officer William Harris of Stonehouse, Plymouth
gives some idea of the conditions ashore,

"I took eight men to assist rescuing people from the debris. Walls, roof tiles, timber frames, beds
and bedding the inevitable bodies and streets full of rubble that made carrying difficult. People
were imploring us to find their children, wives, husbands. Often they would do nothing for
themselves, some because they were panic stricken. Some were intent on looting others property.
A father camping in the street became frantic with joy on us finding his son, kissing us and
wringing our hands and thanking us in his language. It was heartrending to see not only those who
suffered but those who survived. There was no water, no food and of course no homes for the
people.”

Often long after the event officers and ratings would say these incidents were among the highlights
of their naval careers.

It has long been the tradition of the Royal Navy to provide speedy, generous help in times of
disaster; earthquakes, hurricanes, floods and other natural causes. By far the greatest single effort
by the Service was at Messina in 1908. Since then the Navy has been on hand mustering its global
forces to aid distressed peoples. Other help has gone to disabled merchantmen in many areas of the
world, taken them in tow, extinguishing fires or bringing order to a mutinous crew. Over the years
the policy of Aid to Civil Power has made the Royal Navy worthy ambassadors for the Country.

Wyb Madity

In the next issue: - The Royal Navy's second bible, The Q.R's & A.I's

NOT QUITE THE RIGHT IDEA

A blonde wife becomes aware that her husband is playing away. So with a gun she goes round to
the other woman's house, bursts in the door and confronts the pair. Putting the gun to her own
head, her husband pleads with her not to shoot.

The blonde replies, "Don't worry it's your turn next."

GOLF

A man takes a gorilla golfing. At the first tee the gorilla says “So, what am I supposed to do?” The
man replies, “*See that little round green area about four hundred yards away? You've got to hit the
ball onto that.” So the gorilla grabs a club and whacks the ball, it goes screaming down the fairway
and lands on the green. The man drives his ball about 150 yds. He takes a second shot and a third
which lands on the green. The gorilla says, “So, what do I do now?” The man says “You hit the ball
into that cup.”™ The gorilla says *“Why didn’t you tell me back there™
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FAR EAST ADVENTURES (part two)
By John Fraser

After two or three days in the camp, which was
mixed Ghurkas, Fijians, REME and members of
the Airborne including my brother, Billy
informed me that we would be going on a pig
shoot the next day. Early next morning I was
introduced to the rest of the party, a

Major Whittle, two other Sergeants two

Civvy Malay doctors and two Dyak trackers
who had fought the Japanese in the jungle
during the war and now tracked terrorists.

One had a single barrel 12 bore with no sights
and a nail for a trigger. He never missed and
fired from the hip. That day we had six pigs.
The beaters would go into the bush with dogs
push any pigs towards a semi-circle of guns. |
was not given a gun only a panga. It was
considered unsafe for this pale skinned sailor

to have a firearm. That first day I was nearly
eaten alive by mosquitoes and ants. After the
shoot the pigs were butchered and given to the
inhabitants of a nearby village. This happened John with the pig shoot party

on other shoots we went on. All told I had a

great time and my Station leave was soon up.One snag, where was HMS Opossum? After two days
we heard she was at Singapore. Another day went by arranging a railway warrant, even Malaya
railways required travel warrants. After saying my goodbye's I arrived at Kuala Lumpur to catch
the 2200 overnight train to Singapore. Allocated a compartment that was totally military we were
preceded by an armoured train. We travelled at a slow 20 miles an hour through the pitch black
jungle. As you do, I eventually got my head down, only to be rudely awakened by this Army
sergeant informing me that I had to do guard duty on the rear platform. Sorry Sergeant but I'm a
sailor. I can't repeat his reply. He went on with his instruction that I was to load a magazine and
put one up the spout, get out on the back platform and keep my eyes peeled for anything suspicious.
until relieved. As the sun came up so did my relief, I was then allowed a cup of tea.

Later my brother Billy came on board the ship, he couldn't get off quick enough. His main
complaint was being too hot and sticky below decks. He would spend up to eight weeks on jungle
patrol sleeping rough and killing their own food and he thought we had it rough!

DOGS

I call my dog Isiah, because one eyes igher than the other.

Don’t worry. a barking dog never bites. Yes, but does the dog know that?

Does the dog have a pedigree? Listen , if this dog could talk he wouldn’t be speaking to either of
us.

A three legged dog walks in to a wild west saloon. He sidles up to the bar and announces, “I'm
looking for the man who shot my paw."



